
Critical Race Studies J.D. Specialization

The Critical Race Studies Specialization attracts top students committed to advancing new ideas for racial and social
justice.
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Critical Race Studies J.D. Specialization

The Critical Race Studies J.D. Specialization deepens our understanding of race and provide tools and strategies
to further civil rights and human rights across the globe. In particular, the specialization trains students to both an-
alyze how the law and legal institutions erect racial hierarchies and how to dismantle those same hierarchies. The
CRS specialization is appropriate for law students who seek further understanding on issues of inequality and
race and the law.

Alumni of the Critical Race Studies program have found that the critical analysis skills that they gain through the
specialization are applicable to a number of fields. While many alumni work in areas directly related to racial
and/or social justice, our graduates’ careers have included work in public interest organizations, corporate law
firms, academia, government agencies and more.
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Critical Race Studies
As the first program of its kind in the nation,
we prepare students for impactful careers in
racial justice advocacy.
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Critical Race Studies
Led by renowned scholars, this program is
the premier setting for studying the
intersection of race and the law.
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Enrolling in the CRS Specialization

Prospective students can apply to the program through the general UCLA Law School admissions
process. Under “programmatic contribution,” you may list Critical Race Studies. We recommend that you
detail your relevant background in the area as well as how you imagine a Critical Race Studies special-
ization will impact your law school and professional career. Your statement can include relevant course-
work, research, extracurricular activities, personal and professional experiences. As the application form
has limited space, you may append additional pages as necessary. Please note that the CRS statement
is not the same as a diversity statement.

If you did not apply to the program through the general admissions process, you may enroll at the end of
your first year of law school. In the spring semester, the Critical Race Studies program will hold an infor-
mation program, where we will discuss the specialization requirements as well as the application form.

You may also contact crs@law.ucla.edu (mailto:crs@law.ucla.edu) for more information and to be placed
on our student mailing list at any time during the school year.

To enroll in the CRS Specialization, please email crs@law.ucla.edu (mailto:crs@law.ucla.edu) as soon
as possible. Transfer students are also entitled to priority enrollment in the core courses. However, since
transfer admissions decisions are made after UCLA Law first-year students have elected into the special-
ization, you may not be able to exercise priority enrollment options in the fall semester of your second
year. To increase your options, please be as diligent as possible.

Candidates for the Master of Laws (LL.M.) degree at UCLA Law may apply for Specialization in Critical
Race Studies (https://law.ucla.edu/academics/degrees/llm-program/specializations/critical-race-studies).
Please contact the CRS program director (mailto:crs@law.ucla.edu) for more information.

PROSPECTIVE J.D. STUDENTS

CURRENT J.D. STUDENTS

TRANSFER STUDENTS

LL.M. STUDENTS

Curriculum
The CRS curriculum provides a unique combination of depth and breadth. In-depth instruction in civil rights and
race theory are taught by professors who built the intellectual foundations of the field. Also, courses addressing
specific racial groups and other forms of social hierarchies provide rich comparative analyses. This approach
helps us understand that we live in a multiracial world with intersecting and overlapping forms of subordination.
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Overview: Students are required to take five (5) courses to complete the program, including two (2) core
courses, one (1) course in comparative analysis, two (2) applied courses (one doctrine and one practice)
AND fulfill the writing requirement. This requirement is further described below under the subheading
CRS Writing Requirement. The cumulative GPA within these courses must be a B- or higher in order to
gain the Critical Race Studies certification. Students can use an externship in place of the applied prac-
tice course.

Note: A course fulfilling a requirement MUST be at least 3 units. The ONLY exceptions will be for
courses fulfilling the Practice or Doctrine requirement, in which you may use two or more cour-
ses to add up to three units. For example, you may take a 1-unit and a 2-unit course OR three 1-
unit courses, all approved for the Practice requirement, to fulfill that requirement. You may NOT
use a course under 3 units to fulfill the Comparative Analysis requirement.

(Note that it is highly recommended that these courses be taken in the 2L yearand be taken before em-
barking on the writing requirement.) 

L AW  2 1 4

Civil Rights

L AW  2 6 6

Critical Race Theory

Note: as an exception for the spring 2023 semester, LAW 217: Legal Philosophy
(https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fcurriculum.law.ucla.edu%2FGuide%2FInstructorCourse%2F13920%3Fi%3D
10004&data=05%7C01%7Chaghighatgoo%40law.ucla.edu%7C1237f29525854cec762308dab6ef62d
6%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638023436519577378%7CUnknown%7
CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D
%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7nifY0NiN9hIqgcv82%2FfLw6lQBdrUhifZwFYy4VcTiI%3D&reserve
d=0) will be accepted as a qualifying course for the comparative analysis course fulfillment. The
topic for this course during the spring 2023 semester will be “Law, Race, and Political Crisis”.

(The courses below provide students with a range of opportunities to study inequality and the law com-
paratively. Some of the courses (e.g., immigration law) require students to analyze antidiscrimination
problems outside of standard antidiscrimination legal frames (such as equal protection or Title VII ju-
risprudence). Other courses (e.g., sexual orientation and the law) require students to engage social cate-

COURSES IN FULFILLMENT OF THE CRITICAL RACE STUDIES SPECIALIZATION

CORE COURSES (BOTH COURSES ARE REQUIRED.)

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS REQUIREMENT (ONE COURSE)
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gories other than race. Still other courses (e.g., Federal Indian Law) enable students to think deeply
about how law structures the experiences of a particular racial group. Students are required to take one
course from the list below.)

L AW  2 6 0

Labor Law & Collective Action

L AW  2 6 3

Employment Discrimination Law

L AW  2 6 7

Federal Indian Law

L AW  2 7 3

International Human Rights Law

L AW  2 8 2

Education Law & Policy

L AW  3 0 1

Art and Cultural Property Law

L AW  3 1 6

Disability Law

L AW  3 1 8

Law, Gender, and Sexuality

L AW  3 2 5

Public Benefits Law and Anti-Poverty Policy

L AW  3 3 1

Immigration Law

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/labor-law-collective-action
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/employment-discrimination-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/federal-indian-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/international-human-rights-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/education-law-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/art-and-cultural-property-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/disability-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/law-gender-and-sexuality
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/public-benefits-law-and-anti-poverty-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/immigration-law


L AW  3 8 9

Prison Law and Policy

L AW  4 4 4

Indigenous Peoples in International Law

L AW  5 0 3

Current Topics in Criminal Law

L AW  5 3 7

Low-Wage Workers

L AW  5 4 2

Race, Sexuality, and the Law

L AW  5 6 6

Laws of War (International Humanitarian Law)

L AW  5 8 4

Human Rights and Sexual Politics

L AW  6 0 3

Noncitizens in the Criminal Legal System

L AW  6 1 7

Special Topics in Family Law

L AW  6 1 9

Environmental Justice Law

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/immigration-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/prison-law-and-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/indigenous-peoples-international-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/current-topics-criminal-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/low-wage-workers
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/race-sexuality-and-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/laws-war-international-humanitarian-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/human-rights-and-sexual-politics
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/noncitizens-criminal-legal-system
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/special-topics-family-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/environmental-justice-law


L AW  6 2 5

Community Lawyering and Low Wage Worker Organizing

L AW  6 4 5

Race Conscious Remedies

L AW  6 5 3

Advanced Critical Race Theory

L AW  6 5 5

Feminist Legal Theory

L AW  6 5 6

Race, Law and Curriculum

L AW  6 7 7

Muslims, Race and Law

L AW  6 9 0

Race, Social Psychology, and the Legal Process

L AW  9 6 3

Employment Discrimination

(choose at least ONE Applied Course from this list)

The courses below provide a basis for applying the central themes in critical race theory to specific areas
of the law and to practical legal settings. The courses listed in Doctrine provide students with a sound
grasp of the laws and policies that govern specific areas of practice. 

L AW  2 0 2

APPLIED COURSES REQUIREMENT - DOCTRINE

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/community-lawyering-and-low-wage-worker-organizing
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/race-conscious-remedies
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/advanced-critical-race-theory
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/feminist-legal-theory
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/race-law-and-curriculum
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/muslims-race-and-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/race-social-psychology-and-legal-process
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/employment-discrimination
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/criminal-procedure-investigations


Criminal Procedure: Investigations

L AW  2 11

Evidence

L AW  2 1 2

Federal Courts

L AW  2 1 6

Administrative Law

L AW  2 2 0

Introduction to Federal Income Taxation

L AW  2 3 0

Business Associations

L AW  2 6 0

Labor Law & Collective Action

L AW  2 6 1

Employment Law

L AW  2 6 3

Employment Discrimination Law

L AW  2 6 7

Federal Indian Law

L AW  2 7 0

Public International Law

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/criminal-procedure-investigations
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/evidence
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/federal-courts
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/administrative-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/introduction-federal-income-taxation
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/business-associations
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/labor-law-collective-action
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/employment-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/employment-discrimination-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/federal-indian-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/public-international-law


L AW  2 7 3

International Human Rights Law

L AW  2 8 2

Education Law & Policy

L AW  2 8 5

Local Government Law

L AW  2 8 6

Land Use

L AW  2 9 0

Environmental Law and Policy

L AW  2 9 5

Criminal Procedure: Adjudication

L AW  2 9 9

Federal White Collar Crime

L AW  3 0 1

Art and Cultural Property Law

L AW  3 1 2

Professional Responsibility

L AW  3 1 6

Disability Law

L AW  3 1 7

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/international-human-rights-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/education-law-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/local-government-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/land-use
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/environmental-law-and-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/criminal-procedure-adjudication
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/federal-white-collar-crime
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/art-and-cultural-property-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/professional-responsibility
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/disability-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/family-law


Family Law

L AW  3 2 5

Public Benefits Law and Anti-Poverty Policy

L AW  3 3 1

Immigration Law

L AW  3 3 8

Islamic Jurisprudence

L AW  3 6 3

Tax - Exempt Organizations

L AW  3 8 3

Political Asylum and Refugee Law

L AW  3 8 9

Prison Law and Policy

L AW  4 2 9

Capital Punishment in America

L AW  4 3 2

International and Comparative Sports Law

L AW  4 4 3

Comparative Environmental Law

L AW  4 8 4

Information Privacy and Data Protection

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/family-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/public-benefits-law-and-anti-poverty-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/immigration-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/islamic-jurisprudence
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/tax-exempt-organizations
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/political-asylum-and-refugee-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/prison-law-and-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/capital-punishment-america
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/international-and-comparative-sports-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/comparative-environmental-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/information-privacy-and-data-protection


L AW  5 0 4

Law, Technology, and Society

L AW  5 0 8

Intro to Food Law and Policy

L AW  5 2 7

Natural Resources Law

L AW  5 3 7

Low-Wage Workers

L AW  6 2 9

Topics in Post-Conviction Law & Policy

L AW  6 6 0

Cities in Distress

L AW  6 6 7

Voting Rights

L AW  6 7 1

Comparative Education: Law and Policy

(choose at least ONE Applied Course from this list)

The courses below provide a basis for applying the central themes in critical race theory to specific areas
of the law and to practical legal settings. The courses listed in Practice are designed to expose students
to the practical application of laws and policies to concrete social issues and actual legal settings.

L AW  3 1 7

APPLIED COURSES REQUIREMENT - PRACTICE

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/law-technology-and-society
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/intro-food-law-and-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/natural-resources-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/low-wage-workers
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/topics-post-conviction-law-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/cities-distress
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/voting-rights
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/comparative-education-law-and-policy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/family-law


Family Law

L AW  3 7 6

Law and Dissent

L AW  5 4 1

Problem Solving in the Public Interest

L AW  6 1 7

Special Topics in Family Law

L AW  6 2 5

Community Lawyering and Low Wage Worker Organizing

L AW  6 9 3

Food Litigation: Consumer Protection, Regulation, and Class Actions

L AW  7 0 1

Prisoners' Rights Clinic

L AW  7 1 2

Street Law--Youth & Education

L AW  7 1 5

Criminal Defense Clinic

L AW  7 1 7

International Human Rights Clinic

L AW  7 1 9

Frank G. Wells Environmental Law Clinic

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/family-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/law-and-dissent
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/problem-solving-public-interest
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/special-topics-family-law
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/community-lawyering-and-low-wage-worker-organizing
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/food-litigation-consumer-protection-regulation-and-class-actions
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/prisoners-rights-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/street-law-youth-education
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/criminal-defense-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/international-human-rights-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/frank-g-wells-environmental-law-clinic


L AW  7 2 0

Criminal Trial Advocacy

L AW  7 2 8

Tribal Legal Development Clinic

L AW  7 3 0

Veterans Justice Clinic: Poverty, Homelessness & Criminalization

L AW  7 3 1

Community Lawyering in Education Clinic

L AW  7 3 8

California Environmental Legislation and Policy Clinic

L AW  7 3 9

Community Economic Development Clinic

L AW  7 5 0

Youth & Justice Clinic

L AW  7 6 2

Appellate Advocacy: Moot Court Competitions

L AW  7 7 3

Immigrants' Rights Policy Clinic

L AW  7 9 2

Immigrant Family Legal Clinic

L AW  8 1 0

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/criminal-trial-advocacy
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/tribal-legal-development-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/veterans-justice-clinic-poverty-homelessness-criminalization
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/community-lawyering-education-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/california-environmental-legislation-and-policy-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/community-economic-development-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/youth-justice-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/appellate-advocacy-moot-court-competitions
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/immigrants-rights-policy-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/immigrant-family-legal-clinic
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/practicum


Practicum

L AW  8 3 2

Voting Rights Policy and Practice

L AW  8 3 4

Law, Organizing, and Low-Wage Workers

L AW  8 3 5

Pay or Stay: An Exploration of the Bail System in America

L AW  9 7 2

Negotiation Theory & Practice (J-Term)

L AW  9 7 7

Advanced Trial Advocacy

Papers used to fulfill the CRS Writing Requirement must be sufficient to meet the law school’s
Substantial Analytical Writing (SAW) requirement. Papers used to fulfill the CRS Writing Requirement
must engage substantially with race or racism, and they must employ critical race scholarship or con-
cepts typical of critical race scholarship in its analysis. NOTE: You can also use the CRS paper to fulfill
the law school's writing requirement (and/or the writing requirement for another specialization). You may
meet the CRS Writing Requirement with a paper written for any course or seminar that you use to fulfill a
CRS Course Requirement.

You may fulfill the CRS Writing Requirement, as described above, in one of the following ways:

1. Any Course or Independent Research with CRS Core or Affiliated Faculty Member.

You may use writing in ANY course taught by a CRS Core or Affiliated Faculty member to fulfill the
writing requirement with the approval of that faculty member.

As an alternative to fulfilling this requirement by writing a paper within an approved course or
seminar, you may enroll under the supervision of a CRS Core or Affiliated Faculty member in a
minimum of three (3) units of Independent Research (Law 340) or a Law Review Comment (Law
341) and produce a paper that meets the same standards. You MUST inform the CRS Core or
Affiliated Faculty Member when you register for academic credit for the paper that you intend to use
the paper to fulfill the CRS Writing Requirement.

If in the view of the CRS Core or Affiliated faculty member that the paper fulfills the CRS Writing

CRS WRITING REQUIREMENT

https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/practicum
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/voting-rights-policy-and-practice
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/law-organizing-and-low-wage-workers
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/pay-or-stay-exploration-bail-system-america
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/negotiation-theory-practice-j-term
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/curriculum/advanced-trial-advocacy


Requirement, no other approval is necessary. List of CRS Core or Affiliated Faculty Members.
(https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.law.ucla.edu%2Facademics%2Fcenters%2Fcritical-race-
studies&data=05%7C01%7Chaghighatgoo%40law.ucla.edu%7C17d331e9f2fd425facda08dab3d10
446%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c35e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638020007555325480%7CUnknow
n%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0
%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iUS4ZNeGtm4cTLuCUpG4dhdwAR9UBOV46QCz0ZOGmH0
%3D&reserved=0)

2. Course or Independent Research with non-CRS Core or Affiliated Faculty Members.

For courses or independent research with non-CRS Core or Affiliated Faculty, you may petition for
pre-approval by submitting a description of the writing project to the CRS Executive Director. To
fulfill the CRS writing requirement, the paper must engage with race or racism and employ critical
race scholarship or concepts typical of critical race scholarship in its analysis. You should note that
we may decide that pre-approval cannot be given and that a decision will be made once you submit
a completed paper. Please contact the CRS Executive Director for any questions.

1. Please refer to the Course List (https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.law.ucla.edu%2Facademics%2Fcurriculum&data=05%7C01%7Chaghi
ghatgoo%40law.ucla.edu%7C17d331e9f2fd425facda08dab3d10446%7Ce10a3d0fa4fc479d9a50c3
5e3f9e9bb5%7C0%7C0%7C638020007555325480%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC
4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdat
a=rpKYWqvgW8s%2FocvVVWBmVc4MniYLO2gfPzeKE0FRZn8%3D&reserved=0) to determine
which of the courses listed above will be offered during the current school year.

2. The course requirements list is reviewed and updated on a periodic basis by the CRS faculty.

3. In limited instances, the CRS Faculty Director(s) will consider a student’s petition to have a course
count towards certification even if it is not on the relevant course list in these requirements. You
should send an email to the Program Director, citing the language of the relevant requirement, de-
scribing how the course meets the requirement, and attaching course syllabi or other relevant
materials.

4. Any course or paper used to fulfill a CRS Specialization Requirement may also be used to fulfill an-
other requirement imposed by the law school or another specialization. (For example, the same
course may count towards a CRS Course Requirement as well as a Public Interest Law and
Policy requirement.)

NOTES
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