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Cover image: Photo captured by a protester on 26 October 2022 shows mourners marching to Mahsa Jina
Amini's grave at Aichi Cemetery, near her Kurdish hometown Saqqez, Kurdistan Province, northwest Iran. The
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l. Introduction

This report, “Disappearances, Deaths, and Denials:
An open source investigation into violations
against children during the Woman, Life, Freedom
movement in the Islamic Republic of Iran,” forms
part of a series of open source investigations
analyzing various human rights violations and
international crimes committed by the Islamic
Republic of Iran (IRl or Islamic Republic) in its brutal
crackdown on Woman, Life, Freedom protesters
that began in September 2022. The research
conducted in each investigation is based on open
source content preserved as part of the Iranian
Archive housed at Mnemonic — a repository
of digital content that has been forensically
preserved for use in future accountability efforts.
Each report in this series focuses on a specific set
of violations, and together they make visible some
of the harms suffered by Iranian protesters in their
demands for freedom and respect for their human
rights. This introduction provides a brief overview
of the movement and the IRI's response, current
investigations at the international level, calls
for accountability, and a synopsis of the Iranian
Archive created by Mnemonic as well as how the
Iran Digital Archive Coalition contributed to it.

A. Woman, Life, Freedom Movement’

Following the 2021 election of now-deceased
President Ebrahim Raisi — a loyal supporter of the
Supreme Leader Ayatollan Ali Khamenei — the

1 Woman, Life, Freedom (“Zan, Zendegi, Azadi” in Persian) was the key
slogan of the protest movement that erupted in Iran in 2022. The first
recorded instance of the slogan being used in the country was in Kurdish.
‘Women mourners at Mahsa Jina Amini’s burial removed their headscarves in
protest and chanted “Jin, Jiyan, Azadi” The slogan dates back to 1987 and the
Kurdish women’s struggle for liberation in Turkey. Its use has been observed
by international media as early as 2003. However, it gained more prominence
after 2011 and during the Syrian Civil War, when it became the battle cry of
Kurdish woman fighters against Islamic State forces. See, €.g., ;05 <o glag ) Siaks)
S b5 037 3, Radio Zamaneh (23 Sept. 2023), https://www.radiozamaneh.
com/781853/; sl S 31 «galil «(Swsj oy sl=s, AASOO (27 Sept. 2022), https://www.
aasoo.org/fa/multimedia/videos/4048; Joshua Askew, Words have power:
What are the origins of Iran’s protest chant ‘woman, life, freedom’?, EuroNews
(11 Jan. 2023), https://www.euronews.com/2023/01/11/words-have-power-
what-are-the-origins-of-woman-life-freedom-iran-protest-chants.

Islamic Republic started rolling out measures to
tighten its grip on all aspects of life in Iran.? These
included harassment and the arrest of dissenters.
This period has been described as a new “reign of
terror” by human rights groups,® one punctuated
by a crackdown on women's rights.# In 2022, top
officials — including President Raisi and numerous
Friday Prayer Imams (powerful clerics handpicked
by the Supreme Leader) — ordered, promoted,
and justified the violent enforcement of "hijab
and chastity” laws for women,> which led to a
brutal crackdown on women with allegedly
improper hijab. As the violence intensified,
people in Iran called for acts of civil disobedience
on 12 July 2022. July 12th is the official “Day of
Hijab and Chastity” in Iran, during which
government officials are expected to promote
chastity and wearing of the hijab for a week. On
that day in 2022, women posted videos of
themselves removing their hijab in public using
the Persian hashtag “no to hijab"(#ulee_ oy lns),
with male allies sharing additional photos
displaying similar hashtags and slogans.” At the
same time, supporters of the Islamic Republic
used social media to threaten women with acid
attacks designed to cause disfigurement,® a tactic
used in the past by fundamentalists in Iran to sow

2 Khosro Kalbasi Isfahani, The ‘Butcher of Tehran’ is dead. It won’t
change a thing, Atlantic Council (23 May 2024), https://www.atlanticcouncil.
org/blogs/iransource/raisi-death-butcher-of-tehran-iran-policy/.

3 Heightened Reign of Terror in Iran Under New Intelligence Chief,
Center for Human Rights in Iran (11 Jul. 2022), https://iranhumanrights.
org/2022/07/heightened-reign-of-terror-in-iran-under-new-intelligence-
chief/.

4 G laguSls 5 o)l Ok mds tolyl 5 wlae, BBC Persian (6 Jul. 2022),
https://www.bbc.com/persian/iran-62068950

5  Iranian President Orders Enforcement of Hijab and Chastity Law for
Women, RadioFreeEurope/RadioLiberty (7 Jul. 2022), https://www.rferl.
org/a/iran-president-orders-enforcement-hijab-chastity-law/31933583.html.
6 s x> 36l (@ManotoNews), X, (10 Jul. 2022, 3:19 AM), https://x.com/
ManotoNews/status/1546076707894857729.

7 V0 gal

(@1500tasvir), X, (12 Jul. 2022, 7:04 AM), https://x.com/1500tasvir/
status/1546858037457162246.

8  Khosro K Isfahani (@KhosroIsfahani), X, (11 Jul. 2022), https://x.com/
Khosrolsfahani/status/1546445179053395969.



fear among women they consider “unchaste.”
This wave of persecution culminated with the
arrest of Sepideh Rashnu, a young Iranian writer
who was jailed and tortured for not wearing a
headscarf and then made to give a forced
confession of her “crimes” before state broadcasters
to sow fear among the public and discourage
dissent.’® However, the violent crackdown on civil
liberties — coupled with a tanking economy —
had stoked public anger.

On 16 September 2022, less than two months
after Rashnu’s violent arrest, Mahsa “Jina” Amini,
a 22-year-old woman from lIran’s historically
marginalized Kurdish ethnic minority, died in
police custody in Tehran after being in a coma for
three days. She had been detained for allegedly
donning an “improper hijab” while on a family trip
to Tehran from her Kurdish hometown of Saqgez,
and taken to the notorious Vozara Detention
Center to be "educated” about hijab restrictions.?
This “education” is believed to have included
vicious beatings. Islamic Republic officials have
denied any wrongdoing and claim that she died
of a sudden heart attack, but United Nations (UN)
experts have found evidence of physical violence
inflicted while in custody that led to her death.*®

Amini's death sparked nationwide protests.
Young women took to the streets — burning their
headscarves, dancing, and calling for an end to

9  In 2014, people took to the streets of the city of Isfahan after a

wave of acid attacks, which appeared to be aimed at terrorizing women

who violated the country’s strict Islamic dress code. See Thomas

Erdbrink, Thousands in Iran Protest Acid Attacks on Women, N.Y.

Times (22 Oct. 2014), https://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/23/world/
middleeast/thousands-in-iran-protest-acid-attacks-on-women.
html#:~:text=TEHRAN%20%E2%80%94%20Thousands%200f%20
Iranians%20took,%E2%80%9Cun%2DIslamic%E2%80%9D%20way.

10  Sepideh Rashnu Receives Summons to Serve Almost Four Years in
Prison, Front Line Defenders https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/
sepideh-rashnu-receives-summons-serve-almost-four-years-prison (last
visited 18 Jul. 2024).

11 Sayeh Isfahani, The Ebrahim Raisi government just jacked up food
prices. Iranians are understandably angry., Atlantic Council (12 May 2022),
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/the-ebrahim-raisi-
government-just-jacked-up-food-prices-iranians-are-understandably-angry/.
12 David Gritten, Mahsa Amini: Protests over woman’s death claim more
lives in Iran, BBC (21 Sept. 2022), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-
east-62986057; UN experts strongly condemn death of Mahsa Amini, ‘victim
of Iran’s sustained repression, UN News (22 Sept. 2022), https://news.un.org/
en/story/2022/09/1127471.

13 Lipika Pelham, Mahsa Amini: Iran responsible for ‘physical violence’
leading to death, UN says, BBC (8 Mar. 2024), https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-middle-east-68511112; Gabriella Tétrault-Farber, Mahsa Amini’s death
in Iran custody was ‘unlawful, says UN mission, Reuters (18 Mar. 2024),
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/mahsa-aminis-death-iran-
custody-was-unlawful-says-un-mission-2024-03-18/.

the regime.** Wide swaths of Iranian society joined
the movement, including parents, grandparents,
ethnic and religious minorities, LGBTQ+ persons,
and people representing all genders and
socioeconomic backgrounds, supporting the
demands for “Woman, Life, Freedom” and calling
for an end to the four-decade rule of Iran by the
Islamic Republic.®®

Since the inception of the Islamic Republic in 1979,
its reign has been marred by humanrights violations
that likely amount to crimes against humanity
— from mass executions of political prisoners
in the early 1980s and 1988;'¢ to the murders of
Iranian intellectuals and political dissidents in the
1980s and 1990s;' to persecution of marginalized
groups including women, ethnic,*® and religious'®
minorities, and the LGBTQ+ community.?® These
human rights abuses have been coupled with
politicalmismanagement and corruption, a tanking
economy,?* and environmental crises?? caused by
ideology-driven state policies.

14  How the women and girls of Iran have fueled their ‘unprecedented’
protests: Bravery, solidarity, and innovation, Atlantic Council (11 May 2024),
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/news/transcripts/how-the-women-and-
girls-of-iran-have-feled-their-unprecedented-protests-bravery-solidarity-
and-innovation/; Somayeh Malekian, Iranian women drive protests targeting
regime after suspicious death of Mahsa Amini, ABC News (22 Sept. 2022),
https://abcnews.go.com/International/iranian-women-drive-protests-
targeting-regime-suspicious-death/story?id=90313020.

15  Suzanne Kianpour, The Women of Iran Are Not Backing Down, Politico
(22 Jan. 2023), https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2023/01/22/women-
rights-iran-protests-00069245; Tara Sepehri Far, Unveiling Resistance: The
Struggle for Women’s Rights in Iran, Human Rights Watch (26 June 2023),
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/06/26/unveiling-resistance-struggle-
womens-rights-iran.

16  Iran: Blood-soaked secrets: Why Iran’s 1988 prison massacres are
ongoing crimes against humanity, Amnesty International, (4 Dec. 2018),
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/9421/2018/en/.

17 The ‘Chain Murders’: Iran’s Long, Bloody Reach, RadioFreeEurope/
RadioLiberty, https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-chain-murders-abroad/31596154.
html (last visited 18 Jul. 2024).

18  Press Release, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Iran: UN expert says ethnic, religious minorities face discrimination, UN
Fact-Finding Mission says, UN Press Release (22 Oct. 2019).

19 “The Boot on My Neck” Iranian Authorities’ Crime of Persecution
Against the Baha’is in Iran, Human Rights Watch, (1 Apr. 2024), https://
www.hrw.org/report/2024/04/01/boot-my-neck/iranian-authorities-
crime-persecution-against-bahais-iran#:~:text=Baha’is%20are%20the%20
largest,is%2C%20including%20their%20community%20leaders.

20  US. Report: LGBTQI+ Persecution in Iran, The Iran Primer (25

Apr. 2024), https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2024/apr/25/us-report-
Igbtqi-persecution-iran#:~:text=Iran’s%20laws%2C%20based%200n%20
a,consensual%20and%20nonconsensual%2C%20was%20criminalized.

21  Sayeh Isfahani, The Ebrahim Raisi government just jacked up food
prices. Iranians are understandably angry., Atlantic Council (12 May 2022),
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/the-ebrahim-raisi-
government-just-jacked-up-food-prices-iranians-are-understandably-angry/.
22 Golnaz Esfandiari and Mohammad Zrghami, Iran’s Climate Migration
Crisis Could Turn into a Disaster, Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty (Dec. 18,
2023), https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-climate-migrants-crisis/32729538.html.




People in Iran have responded to the oppression
with resilience, including solitary and collective
acts of defiance. The Woman, Life, Freedom
movement is part of a long history of people’s
protests in Iran: the six-day uprising of women
in March 1979 protesting the introduction of
mandatory hijab;?* the student uprising of July
1999 over a crackdown on freedom of press;?* the
2009 Green Movement protests in response to a
fraudulent election; 2°the Bloody Aban protests in
November 2019, where hundreds of civilians were
killed by security forces during a total internet
shutdown;?® protests over a water crisis in 2021;%
food price hikes in 2022, and more. The Islamic
Republic responded to each wave of protests with
violence.

The Woman, Life, Freedom movement — the most
widespread protestin the Islamic Republic’s history
— has fared similarly, with the regime unleashing
brutal force against protesters. As of March
2024, rights groups estimate that more than 500
people have been killed, including as many as 68
children.?® Persecuted Sunni Kurdish and Baluch
communities absorbed the brunt of the violence.*°
On “Bloody Friday of Zahedan,” 30 September
2022, at least 94 civilians were killed and 350 were
wounded by security forces in Zahedan, Sistan,

23 In 1979, Iranian women protested mandatory veiling - setting the stage
for today, CBC Radio (5 Oct. 2022), https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/iran-
women-protests-1979-revolution-1.6605982.

24  Behrouz Turani, Remembering The July 1999 Iran Student Movement;
A Forgotten Protest?, RadioFarda (9 Jul. 2020), https://en.radiofarda.
com/a/remembering-the-july-1999-iran-student-movement-a-forgotten-
protest-/30716685.html.

25  Iran: Election contested, repression compounded, Amnesty
International (10 Dec. 2009), https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/
mde13/123/2009/en/.

26 A Web of Impunity; The killings Iran’s internet shut down hid, Amnesty
International (16 Nov. 2020), https://iran-shutdown.amnesty.org/.

27  Sahab Bahar, Iran’s water is running dry. Now its water woes are
worsening., Atlantic Council (13 Dec. 2021), https://www.atlanticcouncil.
org/blogs/iransource/irans-water-is-running-dry-now-its-water-woes-are-
worsening/.

28  Sayeh Isfahani, The Ebrahim Raisi government just jacked up food
prices. Iranians are understandably angry., Atlantic Council (12 May 2022),
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iransource/the-ebrahim-raisi-
government-just-jacked-up-food-prices-iranians-are-understandably-angry/.
29  Iran committed crimes against humanity during protest crackdown, UN
says, AlJazeera (8 Mar. 2024), https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/3/8/iran-
committed-crimes-against-humanity-during-protest-crackdown-un-says;
Parham Ghobadi, Iran protests: ‘No going back’ as unrest hits 100 days, BBC
(26 Dec. 2022), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-64062900.

30  BBC 100 Women, Disinformation, Monitoring, BBC Persian and Visual
Journalism teams, Iran protests: BCC identifies many more people killed in
demonstrations after Mahsa Amini’s death, BBC (5 Dec. 2022), https://www.
bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63836921.

and Baluchestan Province.®! Credible estimates put
the number of people detained at over 20,000.32
As of July 2024, at least nine young men, many
of whom were subjected to torture in detention,
had been executed after trials based on charges
relating to the 2022 protests that were marred
by forced confessions and other ill-treatment.>?
Recent reporting shows the lengths to which the
IRI not only violently repressed those they deemed
to be involved with the protests, but tried to cover
up that violence.®*

Despite repeated denials from officials that they
were targeting protesters, leaked government
documents show that the Islamic Republic’'s
highest  military authorities gave  explicit
instructions to armed forces in every province
to “severely confront” protesters in the weeks
following Amini’'s killing.*> The levels of violence
employed by security forces and other officials
leave no doubt of the IRl policy. Since protests
began in September 2022, hundreds of people
have been blinded or suffered other injuries in or

31  Bloody Friday in Zahedan, Iran Human Rights Documentation Center
(19 Oct. 2022), https://iranhrdc.org/bloody-friday-in-zahedan/.

32 David Gritten, Aida Shakarami: Iran morality police arrests dead
protester’s sister, mother says, BBC (18 Apr. 2024), https://www.bbc.com/
news/world-middle-east-68849736.

33 David Gritten, Mohammad Ghobadlou: Iran executes protester with
mental health condition, BBC (23 Jan. 2024), https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-middle-east-68068233; Iran executives 853 people in eight-year

high amind relentless repression and renewed ‘war on drugs, Amnesty
International (4 Apr. 2024), https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/04/
iran-executes-853-people-in-eight-year-high-amid-relentless-repression-and-
renewed-war-on-drugs/; Iran: Executions of tortured protesters must trigger
a robust reaction from the international community, Amnesty International
(19 May 2023), https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/05/iran-
executions-of-tortured-protesters-must-trigger-a-robust-reaction-from-the-
international-community/; Parham Ghobadi, Who are the protesters facing
execution in Iran?, BBC (15 Dec. 2022), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
middle-east-63949566?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=KARANGA; David
Gritten, Iran executes three over anti-government protests, BBC (19 May
2023), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-65640263.

34  Parham Ghobadi, Nika Shakarami: Videos show Iran teenager
protesting before death, BBC (10 Oct. 2022), https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-middle-east-63200652; Gianluca Mezzofiore, Katie Polglase, Adam
Pourahmadi, What really happened to Nika Shahkarami? Witnesses to her
final hours cast doubts on Iran’s story, CNN (27 Oct. 2022), https://edition.
cnn.com/2022/10/27/middleeast/iran-nika-shahkarami-investigation-intl-
cmd/index.html; Betram Hill, Aida Miller, Michael Simkin, Secret document
says Iran security forces molested and killed teen protester, BBC (29 Apr.
2024), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68840881; Jon
Gambrell, Iran files charges over BBC report on teen girl allegedly killed by
security forces in 2022 protests, AP News (1 May 2024), https://apnews.com/
article/iran-protests-mahsa-amini-nika-shakarami-85332f1f3fe730fc42cbad3
d7518f4c4.

35  Iran: Leaked documents reveal top-level orders to armed forces to
‘mercilessly confront’ protesters, Amnesty International (30 Sept. 2022),
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/09/iran-leaked-documents-
reveal-top-level-orders-to-armed-forces-to-mercilessly-confront-protesters/.



around their eyes from metal pellets or rubber
bullets.*® Some protesters report that security
forces explicitly threatened to shoot them in the
eyes, even smiling before pulling the trigger.®”
Sexual violence and torture has been rampant,
including against children.’® Those who dissent
online have been targeted with criminalization for
speech critical of the regime, while artists have
been arrested, often tortured, and even sentenced
to death.® Journalists have likewise been targeted,
with at least 80 being arrested,*® including the two
woman journalists who first broke the story on
Amini’s killing.#

As the protests have continued, international
attention has shifted to other conflicts, even
as the Islamic Republic has doubled down on

36 Cora Engelbrecht, Hundreds of Protesters in Iran Blinded by Metal
Pellets and Rubber Bullets, N.Y. Times (23 Nov. 2022), https://www.nytimes.
com/2022/11/19/world/asia/iran-protesters-eye-injuries.html.

37  Edward Lempinen, More than 120 protesters blinded by Iranian agents,
probe confirms, Berkeley News (21 March 2024), https://news.berkeley.
edu/2024/03/21/more-than-120-protesters-blinded-by-iranian-agents-probe-
confirms/.

38  Iran: Security forces used rape and other sexual violence to crush
“Woman Life Freedom” uprising with impunity, Amnesty International (6
Dec. 2023), https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/12/iran-security-
forces-used-rape-and-other-sexual-violence-to-crush-woman-life-freedom-
uprising-with-impunity/; Iran: Security Forces Rape, Torture, Detainees,
Human Rights Watch (22 Apr. 2024), https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/04/22/
iran-security-forces-rape-torture-detainees; Tamara Qiblawi, et al., How
Iran’s security forces use rape to quell protests, CNN (21 Nov. 2022), https://
edition.cnn.com/interactive/2022/11/middleeast/iran-protests-sexual-assault/
index.html; Iran: Child detainees subjected to flogging, electric shocks and
sexual violence in brutal protest crackdown, Amnesty International (16 Mar.
2023), https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/iran-child-detainees-
subjected-to-flogging-electric-shocks-and-sexual-violence-in-brutal-protest-
crackdown/; Iran: Security Forces Kill, Torture, Abuse Children, Human
Rights Watch (25 Apr. 2023), https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/04/25/iran-
security-forces-kill-torture-abuse-children.

39  Khosro Kalbasi Isfahani and Andrea Alice Richardson, Everything you
need to know about Iranian rapper Toomaj Salehi and his death sentence,
Atlantic Council (26 Apr. 2024), https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/
iransource/toomaj-salehi-iran-rapper-execution/; Associated Press, Iranian
singer who won Grammy for Mahsa Amini protest anthem is sentenced to
prison in Iran, NBC News (2 Mar. 2024), https://www.nbcnews.com/news/
world/iranian-singer-won-grammy-mahsa-amini-protest-anthem-sentenced-
prison-rcnal41499; Jon Gambrell, Award-winning director Mohammad
Rasoulof sentenced to prison in Iran ahead of Cannes, AP (9 May 2024),
https://apnews.com/article/iran-protests-director-mohammad-rasoulof-
prison-415e70cbe740191d130747907ca8e25e.

40  Names of journalists arrested in Iran’s anti-state protests, Committee

to Protect Journalists (30 Sept. 2022), https://cpj.org/2022/09/names-of-
journalists-arrested-in-irans-anti-state-protests/.

41  Maryam Afshang, The journalists imprisoned for reporting the death
that shook Iran, BBC (4 May 2023), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
middle-east-65466887; Iran has arrested 79 journalists in a staggering
crackdown since Mahsa Amini’s death a year ago, Reporters Without Borders
(15 Sept. 2023), https://rsf.org/en/iran-has-arrested-79-journalists-staggering-
crackdown-mahsa-amini-s-death-year-ago; Annie Kelly, Female journalists
under attack as press freedom falters, The Guardian (6 May 2024), https://
www.theguardian.com/media/article/2024/may/06/female-journalists-under-
attack-as-press-freedom-falters.

enforcement of the mandatory dress code and
broad repression of people in Iran. The latest
crackdown has included a resurgence of morality
police patrols, with videos surfacing online of
women being forced into vans by police.*> The
most recent surge of violence has come under the
“Nour” (“light” in Persian) campaign, announced
on 13 April 2024 on state television by the chief
of police in Tehran, the same day the IRI launched
its drone and missile attack against Israel.** Later
in April, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
announced that a new body had been created
to enforce the mandatory dress code “in a more
serious manner.”* Reports indicate that businesses
found not to enforce the mandatory hijab on
their premises have been forcibly closed and that
cameras are being used to surveil women while in
their cars to identify and punish those seen as not
complying with the rules.*® Meanwhile, the draft
Hijab and Chastity Bill continues to advance in
the legislative process — a bill that would impose
even harsher punishments for violations of the
mandatory dress code and criminalize actions like

42 ‘War against women’: Iran ramps up crackdown as regional tensions
rage, France24 (21 Apr. 2024), https://www.france24.com/en/live-
news/20240421-war-against-women-iran-ramps-up-crackdown-as-regional-
tensions-rage; Deepa Parent, Iranian women violently dragged from streets
by police amid hijab crackdown, The Guardian (24 Apr. 2024), https://www.
theguardian.com/global-development/2024/apr/24/iranian-women-violently-
dragged-from-streets-by-police-amid-hijab-crackdown.

43 Dan De Luce, Iran has launched a new crackdown on women defying
its strict dress code, NBC News (9 May 2024), https://www.nbcnews.
com/news/world/iran-launches-crackdown-women-defying-hijab-dress-
code-rcnal51406; USCIRF Calls for Additional Sanctions Amidst New

Harsh Enforcement of Iran’s Mandatory Hijab Law, U.S. Commission on
International Religious Freedom (6 May 2024), https://www.uscirf.gov/news-
room/releases-statements/uscirf-calls-additional-sanctions-amidst-new-
harsh-enforcement-irans.

44 UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Iran:
Crackdown on hijab law (26 Apr. 2024), https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-
briefing-notes/2024/04/iran-crackdown-hijab-law#:~:text=UN%20High %20
Commissioner%20for%20Human%20Rights%20Volker%20T%C3%BCrk%20
calls%200n,human%20rights%20norms%20and%20standards.

45  Dan De Luce, Iran has launched a new crackdown on women defying
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posting unveiled photos on social media.*®

B. Ongoing International Investigations

In November 2022, the UN Human Rights Council
adopted a resolution to establish the Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on the Islamic
Republic of Iran (FFMI or Mission) for a period of
one year.* In April 2024, the Mission’s mandate was
renewed for an additional year. The FFMI's mandate
is to "thoroughly and independently investigate
alleged human rights violations in the Islamic
Republic of Iran related to the protests that began
on 16 September 2022, especially with respect to
women and children,” to establish facts relating to
alleged violations; to collect, analyze and preserve
evidence with a view to cooperating with future
legal proceedings; and to engage with relevant
stakeholders as it conducts its investigation.*®

In March 2024, the FFMI released its first report.#®
The FFMI had conducted an extensive investigation
relying on laws, official regulations and policies,
documents issued by the Iranian judiciary,
interviews with victims and witnesses, independent
reports, medical documents, verified photographs
and videos, and satellite imagery.>° It analyzed the
use of force by security forces; detentions; torture
and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment;
sexual and gender-based violence; sham trials
and the use of the death penalty; the targeting of
ethnic and religious minorities; and other protest-
related issues.

The FFMI ultimately found that Iranian authorities
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had committed “serious human rights violations”
such as “violations of the rights to life, not to be
subjected to torture and ill-treatment, to security
and liberty of the person, to a fair trial and due
process, to an effective remedy, to freedom
of religion or belief, of expression, of peaceful
assembly and of association, and the rights to
privacy, health, education, livelihood and work."*
Additionally, the FFMI found violations of “the right
to equality and non-discrimination on the grounds
of sex, gender, age, religion or belief, political or
other opinions,” which were especially severe
as applied to women, children, and ethnic and
religious minorities.>> The Mission noted that “in
implementing State policy, the security forces have
used persecutory conduct, including rape and
other forms of sexual and gender-based violence,
with the intention of discriminating against women
and girls and men and boys supporting demands
for gender equality and LGBTQI+ persons, in order
to silence, deter and punish the protesters and
their supporters.”3

The Mission further found that many of the serious
human rights violations committed by the IRI
amount to crimes against humanity. Specifically,
the FFMI found that the crimes against humanity
of "murder, imprisonment, torture, rape and other
forms of sexual violence, persecution, enforced
disappearance and other inhumane acts” were
‘committed as part of a widespread and systematic
attack directed against a civilian population,
namely women, girls and others expressing
support for human rights.”* Given the context
of discriminatory deprivation of fundamental
rights, the FFMI concluded that the crime against
humanity of persecution on the grounds of gender
had also been committed, intersecting with
discrimination on religious and ethnic grounds.®> It
observed that the crimes committed by IRl agents
were not random or spontaneous acts, but rather
“part of a pattern of organized conduct, following
instructions, encouragement and endorsement by
high-level State authorities and senior members
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of State institutions, and implemented by a large
number of physical perpetrators.”*® Given the
continuing impunity and failure of the Islamic
Republic to take action, the Mission concluded
that these crimes were committed as part of a
state policy.”’

The FFMI highlighted the absence of viable
domestic remedies for victims of human rights
violations and international crimes inside Iran.>®
It found that the investigations IRl authorities had
announced did not meet applicable international
human rights standards and the Mission could not
identify any criminal investigations or prosecutions
of perpetrators responsible for the human rights
violations covered in its report.> Further, the FFMI
noted the role judges, prosecutors, some defense
lawyers, and other members of the judiciary
played to “deny and conceal violations, shield the
perpetrators and punish and silence those seeking
accountability.”®°

Against this situation of continuing impunity, the
FFMI observed that international and domestic
avenues outside Iran are the only viable options
for accountability.®! It stressed the important role
of third states that can initiate proceedings at the
International Court of Justice, for example, or
exercise universal jurisdiction domestically.

The FFMI also noted the potential of third states
to open structural investigations, establish and
participate in a joint investigation team, track
perpetrators, and submit requests for information
and judicial assistance,®? including from the FFMI
itself.®* In addition to the information contained in
its main report and conference room paper, the
FFMI has collected information on the identity
and responsibility of individual perpetrators, which
it has kept confidential. That information is only
available to national authorities that make the
appropriate legal assistance requests.®*
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C. Iranian Archive & Iran Digital Archive
Coalition

The calls for accountability from Iranian civil
society are clear.®®> Despite great personal risk,
people in Iran have documented the abuses
committed by the IRl and actively shared them
online for the world to see.®® The material
they have shared will be invaluable to future
accountability proceedings, but only if it remains
available. User-generated content documenting
atrocities is vulnerable to removal from social
media platforms either by the users who uploaded
it due to pressure from government authorities, or
increased danger to their safety or that of loved
ones, or by companies that own the platforms
on which the material is shared. Media reporting
may be removed or links broken, making content
inaccessible.®’

As a result, a coalition of organizations came
together to contribute to the creation of the
Iranian Archive led by Mnemonic to preserve
the open source content people in Iran risked so
much to share online and ensure that preservation
complies with legal standards in order to maximize
the value of that content for court. The Iranian
Archive was created by Mnemonic, in partnership
with other members of the Iran Digital Archive
Coalition including the Atlantic Council's Strategic
Litigation Project, the Digital Investigations Lab
at UCLA School of Law, UC Berkeley's Human
Rights Center, Amnesty International’s Digital
Verification Corps, the Iran Human Rights
Documentation Center, and the Azadi Archive,
as well as Civil Rights Defenders, which has an
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independent collaboration with  Mnemonic.®®
Approximately two million digital records have
been preserved thus far that document human
rights violations and atrocity crimes committed in
the context of the Woman, Life, Freedom protests.
In addition to preserving and analyzing this open
source material, the lranian Archive will offer
support to future investigations and accountability
proceedings.

The Coalition is releasing a series of publications
analyzing some of the material that has been
preserved in the Iranian Archive. The initial reports
in the series document and analyze the targeted
blinding of protesters and bystanders, the enforced
disappearance of children and subsequent
harassment of their families by IRI officials, and
the crime against humanity of gender persecution.
While each report utilizes a unique methodology,
they nonetheless share a foundational approach.

The teams behind each report relied on open
source material preserved in the lranian Archive.
The specific open source material analyzed varies
by report, but mainly consists of photos, videos, and
text uploaded to various social media platforms.
This is supplemented by news items from inside
and outside lIran, and credible reporting from
human rights organizations. The material preserved
in the Archive can emanate from anywhere, but
must relate to events that took place inside Iran
and have a demonstrable link to the Woman, Life,
Freedom protests, from September 2022 onwards.
In designing the investigations and verifying
the open source material, authors followed the
methodologies outlined in the Berkeley Protocol
on Digital Open Source Investigations.®®

At the time of research, all the material included
in these reports was open source and publicly
accessible. Some content may have been removed
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since the publication of these reports, but a
copy of all artifacts are preserved in the Iranian
Archive. None of the authors of this report have
interviewed witnesses or otherwise contacted any
victims, survivors, or their families. This decision
was made to avoid doing additional harm to
victims and survivors or to their families and
friends. As one of the reports makes clear, families
of victims and survivors have been subjected to
threats, harassment, and intimidation to prevent
them from speaking out. In addition, case studies
were selected in conjunction with a multi-stage
security review of the potential risk to the victim of
including their story, and survivor locations were
kept general so as to minimize contributing to any
risk of retaliation.

The Iranian Archive and partners in the Iran Digital
Archive Coalition have submitted information and
analysis of serious violations to the FFMI to assist
the investigation that resulted in the FFMI's March
2024 report. 7©
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Il. A Brief History of Enforced
Disappearance and Information
Suppression by the Islamic Republic

of Iran

The Islamic Republic of Iran has a long history
of oppressing citizens who protest against state
action, often resulting in enforced disappearance,
imprisonment, or death. The regime has a
similarly long record of suppressing information
about the true nature of harms suffered by
victims of state behavior. Over time, the Islamic
Republic has used a number of different methods
to suppress information of those disappeared and
killed, including utilizing state media to publish
forced confessions and contradictory claims,
online censorship and surveillance, and internet
shutdowns.”* There are numerous documented
instances of state officials threatening family
members with arrest or detention, coercing
them to make false statements which are then
publicized, and denying information about the
true nature of what happened to the victims.
Additionally, in many cases, officials have withheld
victims’ bodies, prevented families from holding
public memorials, forced them to bury their loved
ones at night or under heavy

security presence, and arrested and prosecuted
several family members for seeking justice. This
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section will outline some examples of the various
methods of information suppression that have
been employed by the Islamic Republic after
significant protests and mass executions since
the early 1980s, which show a pattern of state
behavior.”? This section does not include more
isolated incidents of information suppression,
which have been documented elsewhere.

The practice of information suppression by the
Islamic Republic can be traced back to the months
following the 1979 revolution, when writers and
newspapers were targeted and suppressed by
the newly established regime.”* This pattern
was exacerbated by the Cultural Revolution,
the nationwide university shutdown, the mass
executions of political prisoners in 1981-1982,
and most notably, the 1988 executions of political
prisoners that began during the final months
of the Iran-lrag War.”* At that time, prison visits
were suddenly halted, and prisoners detained for
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political reasons could not be contacted.” Reports
began circulating that prisoners were being
executed in groups and buried in unmarked mass
graves.”® The state refused to publicly acknowledge
the extrajudicial executions, disclose the fate of
the victims (including the circumstances of their
deaths), identify the remains, and ensure that they
were returned to families.”” Many families were not
provided death certificates. Others received death
certificates that were inaccurate, misleading, or
incomplete concerning the causes, circumstances,
and dates of the deaths.”® Authorities beat and
detained those who tried to lay flowers at mass
grave sites, forced families to sign undertakings
that they would not hold commemorations,
and destroyed headstones, flowers, or other
memorials placed by the families to mark the death
of their loved ones.” Domestically, the authorities
concocted different stories to disguise, distort and
“justify” the killings.8® Between 1988 and 1990,
Iranian diplomats around the world made similar
and sometimes identical comments, dismissing
reports of mass executions in 1988 as “propaganda
from opposition groups.”®

There are many more contemporary examples
of information suppression by the regime. For
example, in 2016, 25 Sunni men accused of
national security related crimes were killed in
a mass execution without their families being
notified.®2 Amnesty International reported that in
the hours and days following, the Iranian authorities
‘embarked on a media campaign intended to
dehumanize the executed men in the eyes of the
public and justify their executions.”® Families were
not allowed to take their loved ones’ bodies away
for private burials; instead, Ministry of Intelligence
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officials took them to a cemetery in Tehran,®* and
harassed and threatened family members with
detention if they held memorial ceremonies or
discussed what had happened.®

There was also heavy information suppression
connected to the November 2019 protests during
which the Islamic Republic's security forces
employed lethal force over five days, killing and
detaining hundreds of protesters and bystanders.8®
A weeks-long total internet shutdown was
imposed across many parts of the country.?’
Amnesty International has detailed several
instances of restrictions on victim memorial
ceremonies, restrictions on peaceful gatherings
by relatives, and arbitrary arrests and detentions
for family members that spoke out.®® In particular,
they detail a larger phenomenon where families of
minors killed in the protests were intimidated by
the state to prevent them from speaking openly
about their family members’ deaths.® Although
names were not listed, the report states that “most
have reported being forced to sign undertakings
that they would not speak to the media and would
observe restrictions on how they commemorate
their loved ones in order to be able to receive their
bodies.”?® There were also reported patterns of
state officials attempting to suppress incriminating
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evidence, including through families being
forced to bury their children quickly in front of
security officials (preventing them from seeking
independent autopsies), being refused access
to the findings of autopsies conducted by state
forensic institutes, and being denied access to
information on the circumstances surrounding
their children’s deaths.®® Other families reported
that officials generally sought to prevent family
members from pulling back the shrouds to see the
bodies of their loved ones, meaning they could
not see the impact of injuries.??

Amnesty International has also found a systematic
concealment of the fate and whereabouts of
victims from their relatives.®> Some families were
told their missing relatives were not in custody
and that officials had no information pertaining to
their whereabouts; others were told their family
members were in custody, but officials refused to
disclose where they were being held.** In many
cases, families were threatened with arrest if they
returned to seek information, spoke with the
media, retained an attorney, or consulted human
rights groups.®®

After the November 2019 protests, civil
society organizations and international legal
experts established a non-judicial International
People’s Tribunal on Iran’s Atrocities.®® Amnesty
International has documented many instances in
which state authorities carried out reprisals against
both witnesses and their families shortly after these
public hearings, which took place from November
10 to 14, 2021, and February 4 to 6, 2022.%7

On January 8, 2020, the IRGC, which operates
under the direct command of the Supreme Leader,
shot down Ukraine International Airlines Flight 752,
resulting in the tragic deaths of 176 passengers
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and crew, plus one unborn child.®® Initially, the
Islamic Republic denied any involvement but later
admitted responsibility when undeniable evidence
emerged. In an effort to control the narrative
and suppress negative information, the Islamic
Republic officials engaged in a coordinated
campaign of harassment and, at times, physical
torture. The lIslamic Republic’'s security forces
interfered with burial and memorial services,
with some officers actively participating in burial
rituals without the consent of the victims’ families.
Families were threatened to discourage their
participation in foreign media interviews, and there
were instances of interrogations and detentions
of family members. Authorities threatened three
families with “consequences” unless they removed
social media posts critical of the Islamic Republic.
Additionally, there are reports that one individual
was tortured for speaking out.*®

The Islamic Republic also pressured families to
accept the official designation of “Shahid (martyr)”
as a distraction from calls for accountability.
100Within  the Islamic Republic’s ideological
framework, the term “Shahid (martyr)” is reserved
for those who die defending the state and its
values.!®* Shortly after the 1979 revolution, Bonyad
Shahid va Omur-e Ithargaran (the Foundation of
Martyrs and Veterans Affairs) was established to
provide official recognition, financial support, and
social programs to families of those who fell in
defense of the regime.’*? In recent years, the Islamic
Republic has broadened its definition of a martyr,
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extending financial aid to civilians caught in the
clashes between state forces and anti-government
protesters.1% When families of individuals killed by
security forces are pressured into accepting the
designation of Shahid for their loved ones, it not
only obscures the true nature of their involvement
in protests but also portrays them as supporters
of the Islamic Republic. This further reinforces the
state’s false narrative surrounding their deaths.?%4

In July 2021, during protests that erupted over
severe water shortages, security forces killed at
least eight protesters and bystanders in various
cities across the country.!® On July 17 and 18,
Fars News Agency, which is affiliated to the IRGC,
published video interviews with relatives of two
victims of the protests, in which the families
claimed the victims were not the type to get
involved in "riots."% In its reporting, Amnesty
International said that it had received “numerous
eyewitness accounts indicating the authorities’
use of plain-clothes agents to pose as armed or
violent protesters.”%” The report cites an additional
source that states a victim’'s family was visited by
plain-clothes intelligence agents not long after his
death, and that the family was coerced into reciting
a prepared script on camera.1°8

In May 2022, following largely peaceful protests
in the southwest of Iran over soaring food prices
and the deadly collapse of a building, Amnesty
International reported that at least three people
were killed, and noted concerns of contradictory
claims by state media outlets, coerced statements
by family members, and withholding of a victim'’s
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Fars News Agency].
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body.’?° The state also imposed localized internet
shutdowns and disrupted mobile networks .10

The above are just a few examples of individuals
being subjected to enforced disappearance
by the Islamic Republic and the suppression
of information related to the circumstances
surrounding the deaths of those disappeared. We
see similar actions taken to suppress information
about the deaths or disappearances of numerous
minors during the protests that began following
the death of Mahsa “Jina” Amini on September 16,
2022. These actions are the focus of this report.
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lll. Legal Framework Applicable to the

Islamic Republic of Iran

The Islamic Republic of Iran has signed and ratified
the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), the International Covenant on
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR),
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination (CERD), and the Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The Islamic
Republic is not a party to the Convention Against
Torture (CAT) or the Convention on the Protection
of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
(ICPPED). Iran is also not a party to the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court (Rome
Statute), and so is not subject to the jurisdiction
of the court. The Islamic Republic is, however,
bound by customary international law norms,
including jus cogens norms - the unwritten rules
of international law based on state practice and
opinio juris that bind all states.

This section details some of the rights and
freedoms that have been impacted by the
actions of security forces since the beginning of
the Woman, Life, Freedom protest movement,
including but not limited to: (A) the prohibition of
enforced disappearance; (B) the right to freedom
from arbitrary detention; (C) the right to freedom
from extrajudicial killings; (D) the right to freedom
from torture; (E) prohibition of gender persecution;
(F) the right to assembly and association; (G) the
right to freedom of expression, and; (H) the right

to truth.

A. Prohibition of Enforced Disappearance

Enforced disappearance occurs when persons
are arrested, detained, or suffer any other form
of deprivation of liberty by agents of the State,
or by persons or groups of persons acting with
the authorization, support, or acquiescence of
the State, followed by a refusal to acknowledge
the deprivation of liberty or by the concealment

of the fate or whereabouts of the disappeared
person.!' While there is treaty law on enforced
disappearance, namely the International
Convention on the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED) which entered
into force in 2010, the Islamic Republic is not a
party.}*2 The Declaration on the Protection of all
Persons from Enforced Disappearance, adopted
by the UN General Assembly in 1992, is widely
viewed as reflective of customary international
law which is binding on all states, including the
Islamic Republic of Iran.!*

There are three cumulative elements of enforced
disappearance: (1) deprivation of liberty against
the will of the person; (2) involvement of
government officials, at least by acquiescence;
and (3) refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of
liberty or concealment of the fate or whereabouts
of the disappeared person.'* With respect to the
third element, according to the Working Group
on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (“the
WGEID"), both the lack of such information and
any impediments to access information about
what happened to the disappeared person are
considered violations.®> This refers not just
to whether a victim is alive or dead, but also
the details of what happened.’® A refusal to
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acknowledge the role of state actors in a death
means that the state is concealing the fate of the
victim.

The WGEID has also stated that “enforced
disappearances are prototypical continuous
acts."™” The act begins at the time of the
abduction, and extends for the entirety of the
time that the crime is not complete, that is, until
the State acknowledges the detention, or releases
information pertaining to the fate or whereabouts
of the individual.!®® In other words, the crime
continues so long as the perpetrators continue to
conceal the individual's fate or whereabouts.

The WGEID has emphasized that enforced
disappearance infringes upon a number of other
rights guaranteed under the ICCPR, which is
binding on the Islamic Republic of Iran as a state
party, including the right to recognition as a
person before the law (Art. 16); the right to liberty
and security of the person (Art. 9); the right not to
be subjected to torture and other cruel, inhuman,
or degrading treatment or punishment (Art. 7); the
right to life (Art. 6), when the disappeared person is
Killed; therighttoafairtrialand tojudicialguarantees
(Art. 14); and the right to an effective remedy (Art.
2), including reparation and compensation.’® In
addition, enforced disappearances violate both the
individual and collective right to truth.

Enforced disappearance also impacts rights
guaranteed by the ICESCR, again binding on the
Islamic Republic as a state party, including the right
to protection and assistance to the family (Art. 10);
the right to an adequate standard of living (Art.
11); the right to health (Art. 12); and the right to
education (Art. 13).?° The enforced disappearance
of a child violates a number of additional provisions
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of the CRC that the Islamic Republic is bound
by, including the right to a personal identity (Art.
8), the right not to be separated from his or her
parents against their will (Art. 9), the right to not
be subject to arbitrary or unlawful interference
with one's privacy, family, and correspondence
(Art. 16), the prohibition on unlawfully or arbitrarily
depriving a child of their liberty (Art. 37(b)), the
right of children deprived of liberty to maintain
contact with his or her family (Art. 37(c)), and
the right of children deprived of liberty to have
prompt access to legal and other appropriate
assistance (Art. 37(d)).*?! In addition, the WGEID's
General Comment No. 12 recognizes that the
enforced disappearance of a child is an “extreme
form of violence against children” and constitutes
an exacerbation of the violation of the multiplicity
of rights protected.'??

The WGEID has repeatedly stated that, in
cases of enforced disappearance, a wide and
comprehensive definition of “victim” should
be used, and should not distinguish between
direct and indirect victims.??* This interpretation
allows for the family to be considered victims, in
addition to the disappeared person(s). As stated
in General Comment No. 13: “A comprehensive
definition should recognize that family members
of the disappeared are also victims because they
endure unique forms of suffering as a direct result
of the disappearance.”** In addition, General
Comment No. 12 states that accurate information
concerning the detention of children, and their
place or places of detention, should be made
promptly available to their family members.*?®

It is important to note that both the Committee
on Enforced Disappearances and the WGEID
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make clear that there is no duration requirement
for an enforced disappearance to occur:!?® “Every
minute counts when a person is placed outside
the protection of the law. And when a person has
disappeared, every minute of anguish spent by his
or her relatives without news of him or her is too
much."*?

The offense of enforced disappearance may be
initiated by an illegal detention, or by an initially
legal arrest or detention, following which the
state conceals the whereabouts or fate of the
individual.'?® In addition, a detention that is
followed by an extrajudicial execution is still an
enforced disappearance, so long as it was carried
out by governmental agents and, subsequent to
detention, state officials refused to disclose the
fate or whereabouts of the person, or “refuse to
acknowledge the act having been perpetrated at
all."*?® The protection of a victim from enforced
disappearance ‘must be effective upon the act
of deprivation of liberty, whatever form such
deprivation takes, and not be limited to cases of
illegitimate deprivations of liberty,” demonstrating
that either scenario may be sufficient to meet the
“deprivation of liberty” requirement established in
the general definition.3°

Enforced disappearance may also be considered
a crime against humanity when it is carried out as
part of a widespread or systematic attack directed
against any civilian population.’! In the context of
crimes against humanity, attacks directed against
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civilian populations need not be military and
are defined as a course of conduct, involving
multiple commissions of the act, against a
civilian population, in furtherance of a State or
organizational policy to carry out said attack.!?

B. Freedom from Arbitrary Detention

The right to liberty and security of a person,
including the freedom from arbitrary arrest or
detention, is established in Article 9(1) of the
ICCPR, to which Iran is a state party.’*> Freedom
from arbitrary detention is also considered a
peremptory norm of international law,** and
there can be no legitimate derogations as
arbitrary detention can never be necessary and
proportionate.!’* Detention may be arbitrary if
an individual is deprived of their liberty outside
of the procedures of the law, including a failure
to be informed of cause for arrest, failure to be
promptly brought before a judge, or the general
denial of proceedings before a court.*® Arrest
or detention as punishment for the legitimate
exercise of the rights guaranteed under the
ICCPR, including the freedoms of expression,
opinion, assembly, and association, constitutes
an arbitrary arrest or detention.!’® In addition,
enforced disappearances, given that they violate
numerous substantive and procedural provisions
of the ICCPR, constitute a particularly aggravated
form of arbitrary detention.1%®

C. Freedom from Extrajudicial Killings

“Without respect for the right to life, no other
human right can be upheld."**

Extrajudicial, or arbitrary, executions violate
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the right to life, as established in Article 6 of the
ICCPR, which specifically prohibits the “arbitrary
deprivation” of life,**° and to which Iran is a state
party. While no treaty explicitly defines extrajudicial
or arbitrary executions, they are generally
understood to encompass killings involving State
officials, or actors connected to the State.!* The
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary
or arbitrary executions has identified at least
six characteristics that are associated with the
arbitrary deprivation of life: (1) having a procedural
and a substantive component, (2) impermissible
under international law, or under more protective
domestic law provisions, (3) arbitrariness may be
inferred from laws and practices which violate
the principle of non-discrimination, (4) including
elements of inappropriateness, injustice, and
lack of predictability and due process of law, (5)
deliberate intentis not a requirement, and killings in
circumstances of unnecessary or disproportionate
excessive use of force by police are likely to be
arbitrary, and (6) the safeguards against arbitrary
deprivation of life apply to killings by non-State
actors.!* In addition, the Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions has
underscored that the bodies of the dead and their
human remains deserve respect and violations of
the bodies of the dead are increasingly recognized
as an attack on personal dignity, which has
progressively emerged in regional and international
human rights instruments and jurisprudence.'#?

D. Freedom from Torture

The right to be free from torture and cruel,
inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment is
established in Article 7 of the ICCPR, to which Iran
is a state party; acts of torture further violate Article
10, which guarantees that individuals deprived
of their liberty have the right to be treated with
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humanity and respect for the “inherent dignity of
the human person.”** The prohibition on torture
is also established in Article 5 of the UDHR.1** In
addition, the prohibition of torture is considered
a peremptory norm of international law, and
various courts have held that the prohibition
of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or
punishment is customary international law.'#®
Torture is defined as any act by which severe
pain or suffering is intentionally inflicted by, or
at the instigation of, a public official.®*” Torture
may be carried out to obtain information from
an individual or a third person, be punishment for
an act the individual committed, or is suspected
of committing, or to intimidate the individual or
other persons.’*® The pain and suffering may be
physical or mental, and overall constitutes an
aggravated and deliberate form of cruel, inhuman,
or degrading punishment.'#?

E. The Prohibition of Gender Persecution

Persecution refers to the “intentional and severe
deprivation of fundamental rights contrary to
international law by reason of the identity of a
group or collectivity,”*® which is prohibited under
customary international law. One historically
neglected example is the crime against humanity
of persecution on the grounds of gender, more
commonly known as gender persecution.!>
Gender-based persecution targets groups on
the basis of gender and may be utilized by
perpetrators to regulate or punish those who
are perceived to transgress gender criteria that
define "accepted” forms of gender expression.'>?
Gender persecution was not reflected in treaty
law until the adoption of the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC).»>* While the
Islamic Republic of Iran is not a party to the Rome
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Statute, this report refers to the ICC Office of the
Prosecutor (OTP) Policy on the Crime of Gender
Persecution as it is one of the most developed
sources available for understanding the customary
international law crime of gender persecution.

The OTP of the ICC issued its Policy on Gender
Persecution in 2022 which acknowledges that
recognition of gender persecution can shed light
on victims who are vulnerable because of multiple
and intersecting forms of discrimination.® Such
recognition may also reflect “the continuum
of historical and longstanding  structural
discrimination and fundamental rights deprivations
experienced by vulnerable gender groups.”™*

Crucially, the targeted group or collectivity is
viewed broadly.’® Not all of the targeted persons
are required to be directly part of the targeted
group, or to personally carry the given attribute;
it is sufficient if they are “sympathisers or affiliates
of targeted members.”>” The OTP policy provides
the example of a perpetrator targeting a school to
prevent girls from attending; in such a scenario,
the men who are teachers and staff at that school
may form part of the targeted group, where the
grounds for targeting are based on gender.’>® This
echoes case law from the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia where the Trial
Chamber found that the targeted groups must
include those who are “defined by the perpetrator
as belonging to the victim group due to their close
affiliations or sympathies for the victim group,”
since the perpetrator defines the victim group and
the victims have no influence on their status.®®

F. The Right to Assembly & Association

The rights to peaceful assembly and the freedom
of association are guaranteed under the UDHR?°
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and ICCPR,* and, together with other rights,
constitutes the very foundation of participatory
government.’®> Both the right of peaceful
assembly and the freedom of association can
only be restricted when they are (a) enforced
in conformity with the law and (b) necessary in
a democratic society for the interest of national
security, public safety, public order, the protection
of public health or morals, or the protection of
the rights and freedoms of others.'®* Crucially, "no
one should be harassed or face other reprisals as
a result of their presence at or affiliation with a
peaceful assembly."6

Restrictions upon these rights must be necessary
and proportionate, as opposed to merely being
reasonable or expedient, and must relate to the
abovementioned requirements.’®> Concerning
national security as a reason to restrict these
rights, where “the very reason that national
security has deteriorated is the suppression of
human rights, this cannot be used to justify
further restrictions, including on the right of
peaceful assembly.”%® |solated acts of violence
within an assembly should not be attributed to
others, to the organizers, or to the assembly as
a whole.’®” In addition, assemblies that cause
disruption, whether intended or not, do not
forego the protections they are normally entitled
to.18 Lastly, States should not rely on a vague
definition of “public order” to justify overbroad
restrictions, and restrictions for the protection of
“morals” must be understood “in the light of the
universality of human rights."6°
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G. The Right to Freedom of Expression

The right to freedom of expression is also
guaranteed under the ICCPR, along with the right
to hold opinions without interference.’’® The right
to freedom of expression includes the “freedom to
seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of
all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally ... or
through any other media of his choice.”’* These
rights are considered “indispensable conditions for
the full development of the person” and “essential
for any society."”? According to Article 19(3),'3
restrictions upon these rights may only be imposed
as (1) provided by law, (2) address a legitimate
purpose, and (3) must conform to “strict tests of
necessity and proportionality."* For example,
these rights include actions such as political
discourse, commentary on public affairs, the
discussion of human rights, and expressions that
may be regarded as deeply offensive.’”> Freedom
of expression is necessary for the realization of the
principles of transparency and accountability; any
restrictions on the exercise of this right cannot put
the right itself in jeopardy.'’®

H. The Right to Truth

The right to truth is an inalienable right that is
linked to the State’s duty to protect human rights,
conduct effective investigations, and guarantee
effective remedies and reparations.”” The right to
truth has been defined as "knowing the full and
complete truth as to the events that transpired,
their specific circumstances, and who participated
in them,” which includes the circumstances
around, and the reasons for, the violation.?”® Given
that the right to truth is inalienable and is closely
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linked with other non-derogable rights, including
universal prohibitions on torture, the right to
truth is also a non-derogable right and faces no
exceptions.t’®

The existence of the right to truth as an
autonomous right was first acknowledged by the
WGEID in 1981.18% |t has also been recognized
by the Human Rights Commission, the Human
Rights Council, and the UN General Assembly in
various capacities, including through the creation
of the Special Rapporteurship on the promotion
of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees
of non-recurrence and various resolutions.'®
As it relates to enforced disappearance, the
ICPPED, provides that each victim "has the right
to know the truth regarding the circumstances
of the enforced disappearance, the progress
and results of the investigation, and the fate of
the disappeared person.”®? In cases of missing
persons, enforced disappearance, or abducted
children, the right to truth also includes knowing
the fate and whereabouts of the victim.!8?

The right to truth, particularly as it pertains to the
families of victims, has been further established
in the Set of Principles for the Protection and
Promotion of Human Rights Through Action to
Combat Impunity, which states that victims and
their families have the right to know the truth
about the circumstances in which violations took
place and, in the event of death or disappearance,
the victims' fate.’® The right to truth has also been
cited in relation to the rights of internally displaced
persons to know the fate of their relatives.'8

The right to truth is also acknowledged as both a
collective and an individual right; each victim has
the right to know the truth about the violations
that directly affect himself or herself, but the
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CN.4/2005/102/Add.1 (Feb. 8, 2005).

185  Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, Study on the Right to
Truth, Rep. of the OHCHR, ¢ 9, U.N. Doc E/CN.4/2006/91 (Feb. 8, 2006).



truth is also obligated at a societal and State level
to help preserve the collective memory of their
society.!86 The State has a related duty to preserve
memory, given that a people's “knowledge of the
history of its oppression is part of its heritage,” and
this knowledge serves as a vital safeguard against
the recurrence of similar violations.'®”

186  UN ESCOR, Rep. of the Independent Expert to Update the Set of
Principles to Combat Impunity, Diane Orentlicher, principles 2, 3, U.N. Doc.
E/CN.4/2005/102/Add.1 (Feb. 8, 2005).

187  Id.; Report of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances, Best Practices on Enforced Disappearances in Domestic
Criminal Legislation, at 13, UN. Doc A/HRC/16/48/Add.3 (Dec. 28, 2010).




IV. Methodology

During the summer of 2023, the Atlantic Council’s
Strategic Litigation Project asked the Digital
Investigations Lab at UCLA School of Law to begin
systematically collecting open source information
pertaining to violence committed against
protesters of the Woman, Life, Freedom protest
movement that arose in the Islamic Republic of
Iran following the death in police custody of Mahsa
‘Jina” Amini on September 16, 2022, in consultation
with the Iran Human Rights Documentation
Center. That data has been forensically preserved
within the independent Iranian Archive housed at
Mnemonic. Other partners subsequently joined
the Iran Digital Archive Coalition, including the
Human Rights Center at UC Berkeley, the Azadi
Archive and Amnesty International. Mnemonic
launched the Iranian Archive in Spring 2024.

During the initial collection phase, the UCLA
team, consisting of four student researchers,
utilized various open source platforms such as
Google, Twitter (now X), Instagram, Telegram, and
Facebook to gather approximately 3,000 pieces
of content related to the protests throughout Iran
between September 2022 and May 2023. The
content collected included media, user-generated
content in the form of photos, videos, and text
posted to various social media platforms, and
human rights org and other civil society reporting.
Key tools employed in this research include
advanced Google Search, TweetDeck, Telegogo,
Google Reverse Image Search, and Google
Translate. The team developed an initial tagging
schema to categorize the content, including
identifying content that contained: destruction
of property, violence against persons, visible
security forces, blinding, poisoning, munitions,
child recruits, forced statements, and government
statements.

Following the initial data collection, two

researchers independently reviewed each piece
of information to confirm the classification of the
data and to identify trends indicating potential
widespread or systematic human rights violations
by the Islamic Republic. A notable trend was the
disappearances or death of minors during the
protest, followed by some attempts by the state
to suppress information about what happened to
the person.

Guided by that trend, the team analyzed the data
to compile a list of underage victims, which led
to an initial list of 135 individuals who had been
Killed, disappeared or detained during the protest
movement.’®® The team was unable to verify the
age of any of the individuals using government-
issued records due to a lack of publicly available
information; consequently, they relied upon the
age reported in the content, often verified by one
or more other pieces of content stating the same
age. Of the victims, the vast majority were 16-18,
but some victims were as young as 6 years old.

Within the 135 cases, two major trends emerged:
(1) there were often extensive state efforts to
conceal the fate of minors by attributing their
death to non-state causes; and (2) the state
exerted pressure on the families and friends of
victims to remain silent about the circumstances
of their death.

With the initial list of 135 cases, the team worked
to verify and substantiate the facts of each one.
The case studies in this report were selected
because, for each, there are at least three
sources corroborating information related to
the victims.!® Cases lacking state involvement in

188  As of July 2024, the Iran Human Rights Documentation Center

has verified 472 fatalities during and in connection to the 2022 protests,
including 73 children. This information is not publicly available.

189  U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Commissions of Inquiry and Fact-Finding Mission on International Human
Rights and Humanitarian Law, https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/
Documents/Publications/Col_Guidance_and_Practice.pdf.



the victim's death and concealment of their fate
were excluded, as were those without verification
from reputable sources. Some cases with only
two reputable sources were included when one
source was particularly reliable, such as reporting
by Amnesty International, which follows a rigorous
research methodology.

This methodology ensured a meticulous and
principled approach to the inclusion or exclusion
of cases in the report, aligning with evidentiary
standards set forth by the Commissions of
Inquiry and Fact-Finding Missions on International
Humanitarian Law**° and emphasizing the reliability
and credibility of the information presented.

All names of places, people, organizations, and
others in the footnotes originally written in Persian
have been transliterated using the system of the
International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies
(IJMES).*t

190 Id.

191  The IJMES translation guidelines are available at https://www.
cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-middle-east-studies/
information/author-resources/ijmes-translation-and-transliteration-guide.




V/. Case Studies

This section presents 12 case studies of individual
victims who were minors when they were killed
during the first two months of the Woman, Life,
Freedom protest movement, and who were
subject to multiple human rights violations. Many
of these cases involve historically marginalized
Kurdish-majority provinces in western Iran and
Sunni communities in Sistan and Baluchestan
Province.

Each case study is structured to show what
happened to each individual during the protests,
and to their families in the aftermath of their
Killings. For each, the individual is identified and
how and where they were attacked, detained
or killed by security forces. Next, the case study
describes what happened to the individual and
known information on how they died. Third, the
case study summarizes how the Islamic Republic
exerted various forms of pressure on the family
members to suppress the true information of what
happened, often for months after the death of their
loved ones. All of the information in this report is
derived from open source; no family members
were consulted or interviewed for this report.

In each of the case studies, the victim's right
to freedom of assembly and association was
violated'®® and their freedom of expression
infringed!*> when they were targeted during
demonstrations or as they engaged in protest
activities throughout Iran. They were all subjected
to gender persecution as they were targeted on the
basis of their “identity of a group or collectivity,” oras
“sympathisers or affiliates of targeted members."%

192 G.A. Res. 217 (III) A, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art 20
(Dec. 10, 1948); G.A. Res. 2200A (XXI), International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, art 21, art 22 (Dec. 16, 1966).; See also OHCHR, Ratification
Status for Iran (Islamic Republic of), available at https://tbinternet.ohchr.
org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountrylD=81&Lang=EN.
193  G.A. Res. 2200A (XXI), International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, art 19, € 1, art 19, ¢ 2 (Dec. 16, 1966).

194  International Criminal Court, Policy on the Crime of Gender
Persecution, ¢ 4 (2022).

Many were subject to arbitrary detention.’*> Each
was killed extrajudicially by security forces, which
is a violation of their right to life and liberty.'*® For
the first 8 case studies (a-h), all three elements
of enforced disappearance are proved: (1)
deprivation of liberty against the will of the person;
(2) involvement of government officials, at least
by acquiescence; and (3) refusal to acknowledge
the deprivation of liberty or concealment of the
fate or whereabouts of the disappeared person.t*’
The next 3 (i-k) case studies do not meet all the
requirements of enforced disappearance, but
show the consistent pattern of extrajudicial killing
and information suppression carried out by the
Regime in the aftermath of the deaths, violating
the right to truth.1*®

This report excludes cases where open source
information about the circumstances of
death and its aftermath is limited. It does not
address several cases involving minors Kkilled
in economically disadvantaged areas, where
their deaths received minimal attention due to
socioeconomic constraints.?®® Additionally, cases
lacking independent reporting on the families
of killed minors are excluded, especially where
there is evidence that families may have been
pressured by the state to provide an alternative

195 G.A. Res. 2200A (XXI), International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, art 9, § 1 (Dec. 16, 1966).

196 G.A. Res. 2200A (XXI), International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, art 6 (Dec. 16, 1966).

197 Rep. of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances, Best Practices on Enforced Disappearances in Domestic
Criminal Legislation, ¢ 21, UN. Doc. A/HRC/16/48/Add.3 (Dec. 28, 2010).
198  Id.at21; G.A. Res. 68/165, at 1-2 (Jan. 21, 2014).

199  Asan example, Abdullah Mahmoudpour, 16, died after being shot
with live ammunition by Basij forces in Balov village, West Azerbaijan
Province on September 21, 2022. His family was then coerced into declaring
that Kurdish opposition parties were responsible for his death, accepting
diya [blood money from the state], and foregoing any attempt to seek
justice for him. See Ravayati Az Qatli Hukiimati ‘bdulah Mahmiidpir Dar
Jaryani Khizish Zan, Zingigi, Azadi Dar Urmiyih [Story of the Governmental
Murder of Abdallah Mahmoudpour During the Woman, Life, Freedom
Protests in Orumiyeh], Kurdpa [June 19, 2023), https://web.archive.org/
web/20230628222746/https://kurdpa.net/fa/news/2023/06/66.



narrative about their child's fate.2%°

The final case study is a little different as it involves
nineteen children from Sistan and Baluchestan
Province. These nineteen are grouped together
because publicly available information on
these children is lacking, thus the case study
methodology requirements outlined in this
report were not met. However, they demonstrate
a consistent pattern of extrajudicial killings by
security forces and state pressure on family
members to conceal the true circumstances of
their deaths. This pressure is intensified by the
region’s severe security environment, longstanding
religious discrimination, lack of access to basic
necessities, including identification documents,
and widespread poverty. These cases are included
to honor and commemorate their lives

A. Zakaria Khial (Jls L s3)%

On September 20, 2022, four days after the death
of Mahsa “Jina” Amini, 16-year-old Zakaria Khial, a
member of lIran’s persecuted Sunni Kurdish
minority, participated in a peaceful protest on 32
Meters Street in the Kurdish-populated city of
Piranshahr, in  West Azerbaijan  Province,

200  Asan example, Seyyed Sina Loh Mousavi, aged 16, was fatally shot
by security forces in Amol, Mazandaran Province, on September 21, 2022.
Subsequently, his family was coerced into asserting that political opponents
were responsible for his death. Following this declaration, his family
refrained from disclosing further details about his fate. See Didar Dastyar
Ra’is Jumhiir Ba Khanivadih Shuhada Va Jan Bakhtigan Na Arami Haay Sal
Guzashtih | Piygir Mavarid Ehtimali Naghz Huqiiq Mardum Hastim [Meeting
of the Vice President’s Assistant with the Families of Martyrs and Victims of
Last Year’s Unrest | We Are Following up on Potential Violations of People’s
Rights], Hamshahrionline (Dec. 5, 2023), https://www.hamshahrionline.ir/
news/813268; See also Seyed Sina Mousavi, ausiran, available at https://www.
ausiran.org/martyrs/seyed-sina-mousavi/ (last visited Jul. 10, 2024).

201  Picture courtesy of Zakaria Khial, obtained from his funeral notice
published by journalist Saman Rasoulpour in X (formerly Twitter), https://x.
com/SamRasoulpour/status/1572515050610634758 (last visited Aug. 1, 2024).

northwestern Iran.2°2 Around 9:30PM, security
forces reportedly shot Zakaria with live
ammunition in the back, chest, and hand from a
distance of two meters.?® At least one source
reports that while Zakaria lay bleeding on the
ground, security forces also severely beat him,
resulting in broken legs and hands.2%4

Approximately one hour later, Zakaria's father
received information that his son had been killed
and his body was transferred to the hospital. He
rushed to the hospital, but before he could arrive,
Zakaria's body was seized by security forces.?%

Zakaria's father was subsequently arrested and
taken to the office of the Iranian Police Criminal
Investigation Department, also known as Police
Agahi, in Piranshahr.2°® During his detention,
Zakaria's father was threatened in an attempt to
coerce him into publicly declaring that his son
had been killed by Kurdish opposition parties,
rather than by the Islamic Republic's security
forces, even though he was not aware of the true
circumstances surrounding his son’s death and
whereabouts of his dead body. Despite the
pressure, Zakaria's father refused to repeat the
security forces’ narrative.2%”

Two days after Zakaria's death, his parents buried
him during a service conducted under strict
security measures.?°® The state officials attempted
to prevent them from holding chehelom, which is
a memorial ritual on the fortieth day after death,

202 Iran: Killings of Children During Youthful Antiestablishment Protests,
Amnesty International (Dec. 9, 2022), https://www.amnesty.de/sites/
default/files/2022-12/Amnesty-Bericht-Iran-Toetung-Kinder-Jugendliche-
Polizeigewalt-Dezember-2022.pdf; See also Ravayati Az Qatli Hukimati
Zakariya Khiyal, Az Jan Bakhtigan Khizish Enqilabi Zan, Zingigi, Azadi

[A Narrative of the Statet Murder of Zakaria Khial, One of the Victims of
the Woman, Life, Freedom Movement], Kurdpa (May 6, 2023), available at
https://kurdpa.net/fa/news/2023/05/18.

203 Id.

204 Iran: Killings of Children During Youthful Antiestablishment Protests,
Ampnesty International (Dec. 9, 2022), https://www.amnesty.de/sites/
default/files/2022-12/Amnesty-Bericht-Iran-Toetung-Kinder-Jugendliche-
Polizeigewalt-Dezember-2022.pdf

205  Ravayati Az Qatli Hukamati Zakariya Khiyal, Az Jan Bakhtigan
Khizish Enqilabi Zan, Zingigi, Azadi [A Narrative of the State Murder of
Zakaria Khial, One of the Victims of the Woman, Life, Freedom Movement],
Kurdpa (May 6, 2023), https://kurdpa.net/fa/news/2023/05/18.

206  Ravayati Az Qatli Hukiimati Zakariya Khiyal, Az Jan Bakhtigan
Khizish Engilabi Zan, Zingigi, Azadi [A Narrative of the State Murder of
Zakaria Khial, One of the Victims of the Woman, Life, Freedom Movement],
Kurdpa (May 6, 2023), https://kurdpa.net/fa/news/2023/05/18.

207 Id.

208 Id.




with  reports that security forces injured
attendants?®®. In July 2023, a video surfaced on
social media showing that Zakaria's headstone had
been broken.?’® The Islamic Republic's security
forces have destroyed and demolished the graves
and memorials of the regime’s victims in numerous
documented cases.?’’ Zakaria's family filed a
criminal complaint against the security forces
implicated in his death, but they have not yet
received a response from the court.??

B. Nika Shakarami (_»,SL (53)%

On September 20, 2022, 16-year-old Nika
Shakarami joined protests in Keshavarz Boulevard
in the capital city Tehran.?** Eyewitnesses, phone
calls, and photographic evidence have confirmed
Nika's presence at the protest on the night she
disappeared.?® Witnesses on the scene have stated

209 Id.

210 Juisiol olyl (@IranIntl), X (Jul. 15, 2023, 9:01 PM), https://x.com/
IranIntl/status/1680382132722565122.

211  Roqayeh Rezaei, E ‘dam Mazar; Entigam Hukimat Iran Az Murdigan
[The Execution of Graves: The Iranian State’s Revenge on the Dead], IranWire
(June 10, 2023), https://iranwire.com/fa/features/117380-%D8%A7%D8%B9
%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-.

212 Ravayati Az Qatli Hukiimati Zakariya Khiyal, Az Jan Bakhtigan
Khizish Enqilabi Zan, Zingigi, Azadi [A Narrative of the State Murder of
Zakaria Khial, One of the Victims of the Woman, Life, Freedom Movement],
Kurdpa (May 6, 2023), https://kurdpa.net/fa/news/2023/05/18.

213 Picture courtesy of Nika Shakarami, Obtained from the Instagram
page of her mother Nasrin Shakarami, https://www.instagram.com/p/
CxbDdcnt8PB/ (last visited Aug. 15, 2024).

214 Iran: Killings of Children During Youthful Antiestablishment Protests,
Amnesty International (Dec. 9, 2022), https://www.amnesty.de/sites/
default/files/2022-12/Amnesty-Bericht-Iran-Toetung-Kinder-Jugendliche-
Polizeigewalt-Dezember-2022.pdf; See also Iran Human Rights Confirms
State Killing of 16-Year-Old Protester Sarina Esmailzadeh, Iran International
(Oct. 7, 2022), available at https://www.iranhr.net/en/articles/5514/; See

also Gianluca Mezzofiore, et al., What Really Happened to Nika Shahkarami?
Witnesses to Her Final Hours Cast Doubt on Iran’s Story, CNN (Oct. 27,
2022), available at https://edition.cnn.com/2022/10/27/middleeast/iran-nika-
shahkarami-investigation-intl-cmd/index.html; See also Pas Az Dah Riz
Bikhabari, Khanivadih Nika Shakarami Ba Piykari Bi Janash Dar Kahrizak
Rubir Shudand [After 10 Days of Having No News, Nika Shakrami’s Family
Found Her Dead Body in Kahrizak (Morgue)], BBC Persian (Sept. 30, 2022),
available at https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/c3gwqw4xk5po.
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they saw her being detained by security forces.?
Her social media accounts were deleted and
removed following her disappearance.?’

Nika's mother searched for her for days, at one
point being told by security forces that, “the IRGC
got her, they wanted to slowly interrogate her.?*®"
Nika's aunt also reported being contacted by the
IRGC, claiming that they told her Nika had been
interrogated and was transferred to Evin prison in
Tehran.?® On September 29, Nika's family was
informed that her body had been found in a
courtyard several days earlier?® They were
permitted a brief viewing of the body, observing
that her cheekbones, nose, and teeth were
broken, and there had been repeated blows to
her head.? Her body was then transferred to
Lorestan Province, home of her extended family,
but the body was abducted by security forces and
buried in a remote village without her family’'s
presence or consent.???

A Tehran prosecutor initially alleged that she had
been killed by being thrown from a building, citing
an autopsy that revealed multiple fractures in the
pelvis, head, upper and lower limbs, hands, feet,

216  Gianluca Mezzofiore, et al., What Really Happened to Nika
Shahkarami? Witnesses to Her Final Hours Cast Doubt on Iran’s Story, CNN
(Oct. 27, 2022), https://edition.cnn.com/2022/10/27/middleeast/iran-nika-
shahkarami-investigation-intl-cmd/index.html.
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News, Nika Shakrami’s Family Found Her Dead Body in Kahrizak (Morgue)],
BBC Persian (Sept. 30, 2022), https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/
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Shahkarami? Witnesses to Her Final Hours Cast Doubt on Iran’s Story, CNN
(Oct. 27, 2022), https://edition.cnn.com/2022/10/27/middleeast/iran-nika-
shahkarami-investigation-intl-cmd/index.html.
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220  Iran: Killings of Children During Youthful Antiestablishment Protests,
Amnesty International (Dec. 9, 2022), https://www.amnesty.de/sites/
default/files/2022-12/Amnesty-Bericht-Iran-Toetung-Kinder-Jugendliche-
Polizeigewalt-Dezember-2022.pdf; See also Gianluca Mezzofiore, et al.,
What Really Happened to Nika Shahkarami? Witnesses to Her Final Hours
Cast Doubt on Iran’s Story, CNN (Oct. 27, 2022), available at https://edition.
cnn.com/2022/10/27/middleeast/iran-nika-shahkarami-investigation-intl-
cmd/index.html.
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and hips.??* Her death certificate indicated that she
had died from multiple injuries caused by blows
with a hard object.??* Despite these contradictory
statements, state media reported that Nika had
committed suicide,?® releasing a CCTV video
claiming to show Nika entering a residential
building where her body was allegedly found and
claiming she had fallen from the roof of the
building.??® The woman depicted in the video is
dressedinblackandlacksanyidentifying features.??’
Nika's mother refuted the claim that the woman in
the video is Nika.??® Moreover, the published photo
of her body suggests it had been moved to the
courtyard, a fact later corroborated by leaked state
documents.??

Following her death, Nika's family was pressured
to echo the state narrative. On October 3, 2022,
security forces arrested Nika's aunt and uncle.
State TV aired a video showing them confirming
the state’s version of events.?*° After that, Nika's
mother spoke out, challenging the broadcast
narrative. She claimed that the state media’s
reports were propaganda and that Nika's aunt and

223 Gianluca Mezzofiore, et al., What Really Happened to Nika
Shahkarami? Witnesses to Her Final Hours Cast Doubt on Iran’s Story, CNN
(Oct. 27, 2022), https://edition.cnn.com/2022/10/27/middleeast/iran-nika-
shahkarami-investigation-intl-cmd/index.html.
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227  Bibinid | Guzarish Sida va Simd Az ‘ilati Margi Nika Shakarami

| Ezharat Muhim Atashi Shakarami [Watch | Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting Report on the Cause of Nika Shakarami Death | Important
Statements of Atash Shakarami], HamshahriOnline (Oct. 6, 2022), https://
www.hamshahrionline.ir/news/710308.

228  Gianluca Mezzofiore, et al., What Really Happened to Nika
Shahkarami? Witnesses to Her Final Hours Cast Doubt on Iran’s Story, CNN
(Oct. 27, 2022), https://edition.cnn.com/2022/10/27/middleeast/iran-nika-
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Dar Vidia Sida va Sima Nishan Dadand “Nika Nist” [Nika Shakrami’s Mother:
the Girl Who Was Showed in the State TV’s Video “Is not Nika”], BBC Persian
(Oct. 10, 2022), available at https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/
cpwzvdx999xo.

229  Bertram Hill, et al.,, Secret document says Iran security forces
molested and killed teen protester, BBC (Apr. 29, 2024), https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-middle-east-68840881.

230 Iran: Killings of Children During Youthful Antiestablishment Protests,
Amnesty International (Dec. 9, 2022), https://www.amnesty.de/sites/
default/files/2022-12/Amnesty-Bericht-Iran-Toetung-Kinder-Jugendliche-
Polizeigewalt-Dezember-2022.pdf; See also Iran Human Rights Confirms
State Killing of 16-Year-Old Protester Sarina Esmailzadeh, Iran Human Rights
(Oct. 7, 2022), available at https://www.iranhr.net/en/articles/5514/; See also
Gianluca Mezzofiore, et al., What Really Happened to Nika Shahkarami?
Witnesses to Her Final Hours Cast Doubt on Iran’s Story, CNN (Oct. 27,
2022), available at https://edition.cnn.com/2022/10/27/middleeast/iran-nika-
shahkarami-investigation-intl-cmd/index.html.

uncle had been coerced into making statements.
Additionally, she declared that she had been
threatened to comply with the state’s false
narratives.?®*  Following that, Nika's aunt
announced that both her interview and her
brother’s interview had been obtained under
coercion.?*? In April 2024, leaked state documents
revealed that Nika Shakarami had been
apprehended, sexually assaulted, and fatally
beaten by a group of IRGC forces on the night of
her disappearance.?®® They later "dumped” her
lifeless body in a quiet street under Tehran's
Yadegar-e-Emam highway.?*

C. Amir Mehdi Farrokhipour (guge !
Y] UﬁJé)BS

On September 28, 2022, 17-year-old Amir Mehdi
Farrokhipour participated in protests near

231  Iran: Killings of Children During Youthful Antiestablishment Protests,
Amnesty International (Dec. 9, 2022), https://www.amnesty.de/sites/
default/files/2022-12/Amnesty-Bericht-Iran-Toetung-Kinder-Jugendliche-
Polizeigewalt-Dezember-2022.pdf; See also Parham Ghobadi, Nika
Shakarami: Iran protester’s family forced to lie about death, BBC (Oct. 6,
2022), available at https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63154994;
See also Madari Nika Shakarami: Dukhtaram Ra Kushtand Va Mara Baray
E ‘tiraf Ejbart Tahdid Mikunand [Nika Shakarami’s Mother: They Killed My
Daughter and They Are Threatening Me to Force a Confession], Radio Farda
(Oct. 6, 2022), available at https://www.radiofarda.com/a/32068260.html
[depicting Nasrin Shakarami, mother of Nika, speaking about the situation
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and her family have faced].
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Instagram page of his mother, https://www.instagram.com/p/CopLBoStgVc/
(last visited Aug. 15, 2024).




Keshavarz Boulevard in Tehran.?*¢ That day, he had
sent multiple text messages indicating his presence
at the protests.?*” Amir was fatally shot in the chest
by security forces while at the protests.2*®

The state, however, claimed that Amir died in a
motorcycle accident.?** When his family arrived at
the hospital to retrieve the body, a nurse informed
them thatAmirhadbeenkilled byliveammunition.?4°
The family observed that Amir's stomach had been
stitched.?* They also saw baton marks on his back
and neck, indicating that he had been severely
beaten.?*

Security forces were present at the hospital and
reportedly pressured Amir's father to record a
video declaring that Amir died in a motorcycle
accident, leveragingthreatsagainsthisdaughters.?43
Amir's death certificate attributes his demise to a
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collision with a hard or sharp object (bullet).?*4

D. Sarina Esmailzadeh (ss/jJusbow! by ylw)?

f

%
On September 23, 2022, 16-year-old Sarina
Esmailzadeh left class to join protests near her
school in Karaj, Alborz Province.?*® During the
protests, she was fatally struck on the head with a
baton by security force.?” Sarina’s family received
a call instructing them to collect her body and
conduct her burial that night, all under strict
security measures.?*® Security forces permitted
the family to only view Sarina’'s face for
identification, revealing signs of severe trauma.?*°

Following Sarina’s death, the Islamic Republic
consistently asserted the narrative that she died
by suicide, claiming that she threw herself from a
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four-story building.?®® Security forces harassed
Sarina’'s family to prevent them from divulging the
true details of her death and to echo the state’s
narrative.2®! Despite sources indicating the family
resisted endorsing the false narrative, state media
released two videos purporting to show Sarina’s
mother confirming the state’s version of events
and stating that Sarina had a history of suicide
attempts.?>? Reports suggest that Sarina’s mother
was under intense pressure to reiterate the state
narrative, including threats to the life of Sarina’s
brother.2>

Sarina had popular Youlube and Telegram
channels where she published poetry, music, and
her own writings.2>* Shortly after her death, security
forces took control of her social media accounts.?>®
They altered her writings on her Telegram channel
to portray her as a depressed teenager fantasizing
about suicide.?%¢
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E. Koumar (Komar) Daroftadeh
(6381 ylogs)?™
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On October 30, 2022, 16-year-old Koumar
Daroftadeh was fatally shot by security forces
around Mohammad Oraz Square in Piranshahr,
West Azarbaijan Province.®® No protests were
taking place in Piranshahr that night.?>° Witnesses
at the scene reported that occupants of two
Samand cars, one green and one white, both
without license plates, fired at Koumar.?%©
According to Hassan Daroftadeh, Koumar's
father, Koumar was targeted at very close range
while standing on the corner of the street.?s!
Other sources also confirmed that he was shot at
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close range by security forces.??

In May 2024, several leaked documents revealed
that after being shot and severely wounded,
Koumar was taken by security forces to the Police
Agahi's office in Piranshahr while he was still alive 23
About two hours later, the Police Agahi personnel
called an ambulance to attend to Koumar.2¢4
Despite security forces initially preventing the
paramedics from assisting him, Koumar was
eventually taken to Imam Khomeini Hospital in
Piranshahr, but by that time, he had no vital signs.2%°

In Koumar's death certificate, the cause of death is
listed as “operation of combat equipment outside
of combat and internal bleeding due to being hit
by multiple high-speed projectiles.”?*® In the
published images of his body, however, marks of
metal pellets are visible on his right side and legs.?¢’

On the evening of October 30, 2022, Koumar's
family was contacted to retrieve his body from the
hospital.?® According to a source close to the
family, security forces denied any involvement in
Koumar's death and pressured the family to
declare that Kurdish opposition parties were
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responsible.?®® When the family refused to
endorse the false narrative, security forces
pressured them to bury Koumar that same night.27°
Eventually, after much insistence, security forces
relented, allowing the family to bury his body the
next morning. However, they imposed a condition
that he be buried in Zabaka, a village outside
Piranshahr.?”

Since Koumar's death, his father has continued to
attribute his son’s extrajudicial killing to the
actions of security forces.?’”? Hassan Daroftadeh
was repeatedly summoned by security forces
and reportedly placed under pressure to publicly
absolve them of responsibility and attribute
Koumar's death to Kurdish opposition parties.?”*
Koumar's brother, Mardin Daroftadeh, was also
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summoned and threatened by security forces on
at least one occasion.?’* Koumar's family has been
prohibited from  holding commemorative
ceremonies and pressured to not post about his
death on social media.?®> On August 16, 2023,
Koumar's family was apprehended while en route
to his graveside to commemorate his birthday.
Security forces compelled them to take off their
Kurdish attire. After this confrontation, Koumar's
mothersufferedaheartattackand washospitalized.
His father was released after enduring hours of

interrogation.?’¢

F. Abolfazl Adinezadeh (ss3dusl Jadtig)?”

On October 8, 2022, 17-year-old Abolfazl
Adinezadeh was fatally shot at close range by
dozens of metal pellets fired by security forces
during a protest in front of Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad, in Razavi Khorasan Province,
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northeastern Iran.?® A medical student who
witnessed Abolfazl being severely wounded took
him to a nearby hospital, but the hospital refused
to accept him.?”? He was then rushed to another
medical center, where he later succumbed to the
severity of his injuries.?® His burial certificate
listed that he was “hit by metal pellets (hunting
birdshot)” and that he died due to kidney and liver
damage and trauma caused by bleeding.?®!

Abolfazl's family had no information about his
fate or whereabouts until an official from the
Ministry of Education contacted them on October
9th, instructing them to go to a police station.?®
At the station, they were pressured not to speak
publicly about Abolfazl's extrajudicial killing,
particularly to the media, and were warned, “You
zip your mouth and do not talk to media.”?®* His
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family was also pressured into declaring that
Abolfazl was a member of the IRGC-controlled

Basij militia and that he had been killed by

protesters, a condition they had to agree to in
order to retrieve his body.?®* Abolfazl's funeral
took place in Najafabad of Faruj, a village miles

away from Mashhad, under the surveillance of

security forces.?8> During the funeral, mourners
were harassed by plain-clothes security forces,

and some were forced to delete the videos they

had recorded of the ceremony.28

In the subsequent months, Abolfazl's family faced
repeated questioning, restrictions, and harassment
by security forces.?®” On May 29, 2023, Ali and
Marzieh Adinezadeh, Abolfazl's father and sister,
reported that they had been charged with
“disseminating propaganda against the Islamic
Republic,” an offense
imprisonment.2®8 On June 7, 2023, Abolfazl's
mother, Goldasteh Hosseini, disclosed that his
grave had been vandalized.?® A few days later,
Abolfazl's entire family and relatives, including his
aunts and uncles, were arrested while they were
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punishable by

preparing to celebrate his birthday at his
gravesite.?® They were later released on bail
pending trial.?*

Abolfazl's parents filed a complaint against the
security forces involved in his death.??> After an
investigation, the Mashhad Revolutionary Guard
and Public Prosecutor’'s Office announced that
riot police forces had fatally shot Abolfazl.2?* Since
the accused were police personnel, the case was
transferred to the Military Prosecutor’s Office of
Razavi Khorasan Province in Mashhad.?** In early
November 2023, the Military Prosecutor’'s Office
dismissed the complaint and prohibited any
prosecution against the accused forces, stating
that "no solid evidence has been found for the
use of pellet-firing shotguns by military and law
enforcement forces."?®> According to Abolfazl's
family attorney, Khosrow Alikordi, despite the
presence of twenty CCTV cameras around the
location where Abolfazl was shot and the
identification, arrest, and interrogation of the
student who took Abolfazl to the hospital using
the videos of these CCTV cameras, the judicial
officials did not permit access to the footage to
identify the assailant.?®®

In early 2024, Khosrow Alikordi was sentenced to
one year imprisonment, two years of exile, and a
two-year ban on practicing law, all on charges of
“disseminating propaganda against the Islamic
Republic.”?®” On June 4, 2024, Abolfazl's father,
Ali Adinezadeh, reported that he had been
contacted by IRGC intelligence forces who
threatened him with arrest unless he deleted his
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social media posts about his son.?®® On July 24,
2024, Abolfazl's sister reported that their father
had been arrested and transferred to prison.?*®

G. Siavash Mahmoudi (g>g905w Giglw)>®

On September 25, 2022, 16-year-old Siavash
Mahmoudi went missing during the protests in the
Nazi Abad neighborhood in Tehran.*%! His mother,
Leily Mahdavi, was unaware of his condition and
whereabouts for hours.?°2 She described the heavy
presence of security forces in the Nazi Abad
neighborhood and the brutality she witnessed
firsthand.’%* After a desperate search, she
eventually found her son’s lifeless body at a
hospital mortuary, where she stayed all night to be
allowed to see it.3%* As recounted by his mother,
Siavash still had extensive bleeding from the back
of his head hours after being shot.3% According to
the death certificate, the cause of death was
cerebral hemorrhage and brain tissue damage
resulting from the impact of a high-speed
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projectile (bullet).3°¢

Siavash was laid to rest in Tehran's Behesht Zahra
Cemetery.’?” Following the funeral, his mother
has become a vocal critic of her son’s extrajudicial
killing by security forces, even in the face of
pressure to keep quiet.3%® State officials have
claimed that Siavash was killed by unknown
individuals and that security forces did not use
firearms at the time of his death.3%° On August 23,
2023, Leily Mahdavi was reportedly served with a
court summons during a search of her home by
security forces, who also confiscated her
cellphone.’© On May 25, 2024, Mahdavi indicated
that she faces restrictions on her ability to
communicate openly on her social media
accounts.®™ On June 1, 2024, she also reported
that a tree she had planted next to Siavash’s grave
in his memory had been vandalized.’*?
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H. Danial (Daniyal) Pabandi (gl Jusls)®s

On November 16, 2022, 17-year-old Danial
Pabandi was fatally shot in the Karim Abad
neighborhood in Saqqez, Kurdistan Province.’*
Reports indicate that several IRGC-controlled Basij
militia members targeted Danial while he was
riding on a motorcycle.*® Witnesses at the scene
observed large, open wounds and severe bleeding
after he was shot, suggesting he was struck with
live ammunition.®® Danial's father, Bahman
Pabandi, later asserted that the individuals involved
in his son’s extrajudicial killing were allegedly
traveling in a Peugeot with no license plate.’"

Danial was then taken to Tamin Ejtemaei Hospital
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of Saqgez, where he was pronounced dead.’®
When the news of Danial's death spread through
the city, people gathered outside the hospital,
attempting to prevent security forces from
abducting his body.*"°

Inside the hospital, local officials approached
Danial's family with a proposition: to grant him
the title of Shahid (martyr) on the condition that
the details of the incident would be presented in
line with the state’s narrative. After the family
declined the offer, security forces covertly
transported Danial's body to Aichi Cemetery in
Sagez under the cover of darkness after midnight.
They planned to bury him without the knowledge
or consent of his family, but the family arrived
before the burial.*?° Security forces then denied
the family the right to prepare him for burial
according to their religious and cultural
traditions.’

Since his death, Danial's family has been pressured
to stay silent.*?? Despite seeking justice through
filing a formal complaint, they have yet to receive
any resolution. Additionally, security forces have
prevented them from holding any memorial
services.’? On January 13, 2024, Danial's brother,
Reza Pabandi, disclosed that the title of Shahid
had been removed from his gravestone as an act
of vandalism.32*
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. Sarina Saedi (guslw by ylw)®®

On October 27, 2022, 15-year-old Sarina Saedi
died after being struck over the head with a baton
by security forces in Sanandaj, in Kurdistan
Province, western Iran.??¢ Sarina was active in the
Woman, Life, Freedom protests.>?” At school, on at
least one occasion she tore pictures of the former
and current Supreme Leaders from her book, she
also removed the Supreme Leaders’ portraits from
the classroom, and stepped on them as a form of
protest.3?® After school hours, she and her
classmates wrote anti-regime slogans on the
walls.*?° According to a source close to her family,
school officials identified her as the leader of the
protests and alleged that she incited other students
to participate.®*® On the day of her death, Sarina
and her classmates were chanting when security
forces cornered them in a dead-end alley.* Sarina
intervened to protect her friends from further
assault by security forces by positioning herself
between them, during which she sustained
multiple blows to the head.??

325  Picture courtesy of Sarina Saedi, obtained from the Instagram page of
her father Hashem Saedi, https://www.instagram.com/p/C5-JBavO_pf/ (last
visited Aug. 1, 2024).

326  Iran: Killings of Children During Youthful Antiestablishment Protests,
Amnesty International (Dec. 9, 2022), https://www.amnesty.de/sites/
default/files/2022-12/Amnesty-Bericht-Iran-Toetung-Kinder-Jugendliche-
Polizeigewalt-Dezember-2022.pdf; See also In the Sanandaj uprisings, a
16-year-old girl was killed, Hengaw (Oct. 28, 2022), available at https://
hengaw.net/en/news/in-the-sanandaj-uprisings-a-16-year-old-girl-was-killed;
See also Farzad Seifikaran, Sarina Saedi, a 15-year-old Teenage Killed by Sever
Baton Blows in Sanandaj, Zamaneh Media (Jan. 11, 2023), available at https://
en.radiozamaneh.com/33282/.

327  Farin Assemi, Sarina Sa ‘idi, 15 Salih, Dar Chilhliim Mahsa Amini Dar
Sanandaj Masdium Shud Va Haman Sahb Jan Sipurd [Sarina Saedi, 15 Years
Old, Was Injured in Sanandaj on the 40th Day After Mahsa’s Death and Died
the Same Night], BBC Persian (Oct. 17, 2023), https://www.bbc.com/persian/

articles/c14vze8d8yvo.
328 Id.
329 Id.
330 Id.
331 Id.
332 Id.

After that, Sarina returned home and went to
bed.3**Thenextday,shewasfoundunresponsive.3
Rushed to Tohid Hospital in Sanandaj, she was
pronounced dead due to a brain hemorrhage
caused by the blow to the head.?*

While at the hospital, Sarina’s family faced intense
pressure to remain silent regarding her death.3%¢
Security forces reportedly confiscated her father’s
phone and warned the family that their phones
would be tapped.**” Her family was detained at
the hospital overnight and was not allowed to
leave until Sarina's burial.>*® Her body was
transferred to Behesht Mohammadi Cemetery in
Sanandaj and buried after midnight under tight
security, with only a few close family members
permitted to attend.**® Reports indicate that
Sarina’s father was forced to go on camera and
declare that she died by suicide, otherwise,
security officials would not have allowed him to
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retrieve the body.**° Although her death certificate
listed the cause of death as “unknown,” the
governor of Sanandaj claimed that she died from
either drug use or suicide.>* Additionally, a teacher
reported on state media that Sarina may have
struggled with suicidal thoughts the previous
year.**? Alongside the contradictory statements
suggesting her death was unrelated to her
participation in the protests, the harassment of her
family continued. Her father, Hashem Saedi, was
sentenced to six months of imprisonment and 40
lashes, while her brother and aunt were arrested
and held in custody for a few days before her
death anniversary.%3

J. Nima Shafaghdoost (cuwwgs3as )™

On October 5, 2022, 16-year-old Nima
Shafaghdoost died in Orumiyeh, West Azerbaijan
Province, succumbing to an infection resulting
from untreated bullet wounds inflicted by security
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forces.>® On September 21, Nima participated in
protests in Orumiyeh, where he was shot multiple
times in the legs.3* Fearing arrest by security
forces stationed at hospitals, his family chose not
to seek medical attention for Nima.** Instead, he
received treatment at a private doctor's office
and at home.® When the infection became
severe, his family rushed him to Imam Khomeini
Hospital in Orumiyeh, where he died shortly
afterward.>#°

Security forces then transferred his body from
the hospital to the Orumiyeh Coroner’'s Office,
where they refused to release it to his family for
two days.**° According to Nima's mother, his
funeral was conducted under strict security
measures, and the family was instructed not to
speak out about his death, under the threat of
harm to other young family members.®! The
Orumiyeh chief of police publicly announced
that Nima's death had no connection to the
protests, asserting that he died from an untreated
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dog bite.** In an effort to legitimize this narrative,
security forces coerced and threatened family
members to align with the police chief’s version of
events.®* Three months after Nima's death, his
mother broke her silence, deviating from the
state’s false narrative.’

K. Kian Pirfalak (sW,4 oLS)**

On November 16, 2022, 9-year-old Kian Pirfalak
and his family were driving home in Izeh, Khuzestan
Province, southwest Iran.3>¢ According to a source
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close to Pirflek's family, they navigated side
streets to avoid the protest area while driving
home. However, at an intersection, police officers
instructed them to change their route and drive
in the opposite direction. Shortly after, they
encountered another group of security forces
that fired at their car from close range.* This
incident resulted in severe injuries to Kian's father,
Meysam Pirfalak, and the tragic death of Kian.*#

That night, six other citizens, including two
children, were shot and killed by security forces
around the Izeh's market.**® The Islamic Republic
swiftly Mohammad Egbal Shahnavazi, attributed
these killings to terrorist groups.**® A few hours
later, Iran’s government-run IRNA news agency
published an alleged Islamic State of Iraq and
ash-Sham (ISIS) statement claiming that the terror
group had claimed responsibility for the attack.3®!
However, the statement was not published by the
official ISIS outlet Amagq, and IRNA later removed
the report without any explanation.®® This
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statement was later proven to be fake.3%3

Despite this, the families of those killed, including
Artin Rahmani Bayati, 16, and Sepehr Maghsudi,
14, were pressured to support the state’s narrative
that a terrorist group was responsible for the
murders.>®* The official page of the Armed Forces
General Staff Search Committee for Missing
Persons listed four of the killed citizens in lzeh,
including Kian, as Shahid (martyr).36

Fearing that his body might be abducted by
security forces, Kian's family kept his body at home
until his funeral, attempting to preserve it by
placing ice on it.**¢ At Kian's funeral, his mother,
Mahmonir Molaei Rad, rejected the state’s narrative
about terrorist groups, providing details that
implicated security forces*” A day after the
funeral, state media released a video of her, stating
that her previous statements did not indicate
security forces’ responsibilty and that an
investigation was underway.*%® These statements
were met with skepticism due to the distressed
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appearance of Mahmonir Molaei Rad.**° Kian's
close relatives declared that his mother's
assertions in the state media contradicted her
earlier statements.®° Furthermore, Mahmonir
Molaei Rad has consistently maintained that
security forces are solely responsible for Kian's
death since then.’"

On November 18, 2022, state authorities carried
out several arrests in connection with the Izeh
killings, asserting that the detainees were
apprehended while attempting to flee the country
via the northwest border.?”? However, leaked
audio by a hacktivist group suggests that these
arrests were unrelated to the Izeh killings.*”* On
December 20, 2022, security forces raided a
house in a village near Izeh, engaging in heavy
gunfire that resulted in the deaths of two
individuals and the arrest of one.’”* All three were
accused of murdering seven citizens, including
Kian, on November 16.3° The surviving accused,
Mojahed (Abbas) Kourkouri, was sentenced to
death in April 2023.57¢

Shortly after that, Kian's father released a video
asserting that Kourkouri is innocent, because he
and his wife “saw with their own eyes” that
security forces shot at their car on the night of
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November 16.>”7 Meysam Pirfalak also added that
heis not pursuing any chargesagainst Kourkouri.>’®
Kian's mother, who was very outspoken about the
death of her child, was reportedly threatened with
the deaths of her husband and another son.*”® On
June 11, 2023, her 19-year-old cousin, Pouya
Molaei-Rad, was fatally shot near lzeh cemetery,
where people had gathered to celebrate Kian's
birthday.*8° Subsequently, Mahmonir Molaei Rad'’s
social media accounts were deleted, and she
vanished from the public eye.*® According to at
least one report, she has been under strict
surveillance, including house arrest, since then.38

L. Children of Sistan and Baluchestan

Province

[L-R] Hasti Narouei (7), Ali Barahouei (14), Mosayeb
Shahbakhsh (9)
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[L-R] Daniel Shahbakhsh (11), Amir Mohammad
Rakhshani (15), Mohammad Eqbal Shahnavazi, also
known as Nayeb Zehi (17)

[L-R] Omid Safarzehi (16), Javad Pusheh (12), Sadis

Keshani (14)
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[L-R] Omid Narouei (16), Adel Kuchakzaei, also known as
Barichi (15), Yaser Bahadorzehi (17)

[L-R] Omid Sarani (13), Samer Hashem Zehi (16), Mubin
Mirkazehi (14)
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Sistan and Baluchistan Province in southeastern
Iran, a historically marginalized region with a
Sunni-majority population, has long faced religious
and ideological discrimination by the Islamic
Republic. Due to intense security pressure,
widespread poverty, and limited access to basic
necessities, reporting, fact-checking, and
documenting state-committed human rights
abuses have been consistently challenging.

On September 30, 2022, during what is now
referred to as “Bloody Friday,” a protest following
Friday prayers escalated into a massacre in which
security forces killed over a hundred civilians,
including fifteen children.’® Among the youngest
victims was 7-year-old Hasti Narouei, who died
inside the Great Mosalla, a place of worship, after
being struck in the head by a tear gas canister.38
Her family was pressured to remain silent about
the true cause of her death.’® State media even
broadcast a video allegedly showing her father,
who claimed that she died from being trampled in
a crowd.8 Fourteen young boys were also killed
that day, most of whom were shot in the head and
chest with live ammunition. Two teenage boys
were also shot and killed following protests after
Friday prayers in Zahedan on October 2, while two
otherswerefatally shotundersimilarcircumstances
after Friday prayers in Khash on November 4.
Some of these children had left school to work
and support their families or because they lacked
identification documents, and in some instances,
both.’®” The poverty in the region has been so
extreme that at least one family was reportedly
unable to afford a gravestone for their teenage
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son who was killed on September 30.388

A martial court has reportedly indicted several
low-ranking law enforcement personnel in
connection with the events of September 30.
However, only eleven individuals have been
specifically charged with shootings that resulted
in murder and injury.®®° It appears that the pattern
of impunity may continue, allowing those
responsible for these crimes to evade
accountability once again. State officials have
also attempted to distort the events by blaming
terrorists and separatist groups for the violence,
and in at least one instance, they tried to silence
agrieving family by offering the official designation
of martyr (Shahid).>*°

In the chaotic aftermath of the September 30
massacre, many wounded individuals reportedly
refused to seek medical care at hospitals due to
fear of arrest and persecution. Some of these
individuals later died at home, with no official
record of their deaths, and were buried privately.
Many of the deceased, including at least four of
the children, lacked identification documents.®
Consequently, the lives and deaths of these
victims have not been officially documented. In
several cases, despite extensive efforts, no
photographs, grave markers, or records of the
killed children have been found. Additionally, the
killed individuals, including children, have been
recorded in various sources under different
names—sometimes by their family names and
other times by their tribal names—complicating
the fact-checking process. Furthermore, the
families of some of the killed children, due to
intimidation by state officials, have not yet been
able to share their accounts of the events. These
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391 IHRDC data and analysis (on file with IHRDC). This information is
not publicly available yet.



challenges have made the verification process
difficult, which is why the identities of three
adolescents were only confirmed months after
their deaths, with many details about the
circumstances of their deaths still missing.




V1. Conclusion

This report demonstrates multiple human rights
violations committed by Iranian security forces
during the first two months of the Woman, Life,
Freedom protest movement and rampant
information suppression carried out by the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The 12 case studies presented
here draw on open source information to show
what happened to just a small number of the
people killed by security forces during the protests.
All of them suffered multiple human rights
violations including violations of the right to
freedom of assembly and association,**? freedom
of expression,®*¥* gender persecution,®#* arbitrary
detention,**> and extrajudicial killings by security
forces.’*® Many of the case studies show enforced
disappearances took place, with all three
requirements of (1) deprivation against the will of
the person; (2) involvement of government
officials, at least by acquiescence; and (3) refusal
to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or
concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the
disappeared person.3* In all cases their family
members were pressured by the authorities to
conceal the true nature of what happened to
them. This mirrors the pattern of information
suppression that has been enacted by the Islamic
Republic from the early days of the regime — an
added injury to families already mourning loved
ones.

392 G.A. Res. 217 (III) A, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art
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Treaty.aspx?CountrylD=81&Lang=EN.
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VIl. Acknowledgements

A. About the Iran Digital Archive Coalition

This report was drafted in support of and with input
from an international research coalition that was
formed to document, forensically preserve, and
bring additional attention to evidence of potential
human rights violations committed by the Islamic
Republic of Iran against Woman, Life, Freedom
movement protestors following the death of Mahsa
Jina Amini in September 2022. The Coalition is led
by the Atlantic Council's Strategic Litigation Project
and Mnemonic, in parthership with The Digital
Investigations Lab at UCLA Law, UC Berkeley's
Human Rights Center, Amnesty International’s
Digital Verification Corps, the Iran Human Rights
Documentation Center and the Azadi Archive. The
Iranian Archive was launched by the Coalition in
March 2024 to support future investigations and
accountability proceedings. Housed by Mnemonic,
the Iranian Archive joins other standalone archives
created to support international investigations
into alleged atrocities in Syria, Yemen, Sudan,
and Ukraine. Evidence collected by the Coalition
includes information related to the blinding of
protesters; forced disappearances and deaths of
children; and targeted abuse based on gender,
ethnicity, religion and sexual orientation; among
other violations. This report is the first in a series
that will be published by Coalition partners.

B. Authors

o Jessica Peake, Director, Digital Investigations
Lab; Director, International and Comparative Law
Program, UCLA School of Law

. Christopher Heffernan and students in the
UCLA Law Digital Investigations Lab

e Iran Human Rights Documentation Center
Legal Team

* Khosro Isfahani, Researcher, Atlantic Council,
Strategic Litigation Project

» Lisandra Novo, Staff Attorney, Atlantic Council,
Strategic Litigation Project

C. With Thanks

« Atlantic Council, Strategic Litigation Project
* [ran Human Rights Documentation Center
* Mnemonic

» UC Berkeley Human Rights Center

» Azadi Archive



https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/middle-east-programs/strategic-litigation-project/
https://mnemonic.org/
https://law.ucla.edu/
https://law.ucla.edu/
https://humanrights.berkeley.edu/programs/investigations-program/human-rights-investigations-lab/?mkt_tok=NjU5LVdaWC0wNzUAAAGODklf0AS-XE1CTcvepypwl7oo4ENyEXq3w2QTkUIg9gjZWylOTA39BxdSxGBbqOmCBu3CBiWrTUxFuLjbtPY
https://humanrights.berkeley.edu/programs/investigations-program/human-rights-investigations-lab/?mkt_tok=NjU5LVdaWC0wNzUAAAGODklf0AS-XE1CTcvepypwl7oo4ENyEXq3w2QTkUIg9gjZWylOTA39BxdSxGBbqOmCBu3CBiWrTUxFuLjbtPY
https://www.amnesty.org/en/
https://iranhrdc.org/?mkt_tok=NjU5LVdaWC0wNzUAAAGODklf0CGIoL-Ls1NL3bIWdfa6l2rHMghnv7Hp-TK_amXikdwr5hIdnI_nBfpH0wCkyZJnUnRS0uBq4N02KQ4
https://iranhrdc.org/?mkt_tok=NjU5LVdaWC0wNzUAAAGODklf0CGIoL-Ls1NL3bIWdfa6l2rHMghnv7Hp-TK_amXikdwr5hIdnI_nBfpH0wCkyZJnUnRS0uBq4N02KQ4
https://www.azadiarchive.org/
https://mnemonic.org/en/our-work

The Digital Investigations Lab
UCLA School of Law

peake@law.ucla.edu




